Dear Mayor Bloomberg and Chancellor Klein:
I write to ask you to put an end to the overpolicing of New York City schools.  While I understand the importance of ensuring a safe learning environment for children, it is just as essential that schools treat all students with dignity and respect.  I am worried that too many students are treated like potential criminals from the moment they walk through the schoolhouse door.

Every day, students across the city face overaggressive police tactics in their schools, with severe consequences for their rights.  Through the use of metal detectors, bag searches, and heavy-handed enforcement of minor school infractions, the NYPD has transformed many of our schools from educational institutions into police zones.  These activities deny students necessary classroom time, and too often result in wrongful arrests or suspensions of New York City students.
Surprisingly, there are few regulations governing police activities in our schools, and even fewer mechanisms to hold police personnel accountable for their actions. I believe that there is a way to end the overpolicing of our schools, and I ask that you enact these four reforms to achieve that end:

· Restore school safety responsibility to educators, not police officers. Our schools must be run by education professionals, and not by law enforcement.  I ask that you set clear guidelines establishing school principals as the primary authority responsible for safety in New York City schools.

· Invest additional resources into alternatives to policing and rely less on metal detectors. The law enforcement culture of many New York City schools is damaging to the education environment and to students’ social development. I ask that you examine and implement alternatives to traditional policing methods that are more in line with an education setting.

· Require that school safety officials are better trained to work with youth and in collaboration with school communities. Traditional law enforcement training is inappropriate and insufficient for schools. I ask that you ensure that School Safety Agents are taught how to effectively interact with students, including students with special needs. School safety officials should be part of the fabric of the school community, and not disinterested outsiders.

· Work with the City Council to amend the City Charter to expand the jurisdiction of the Civilian Complaint Review Board (CCRB) to include complaints against employees of the School Safety Division of the NYPD. Just like other NYPD divisions, the School Safety Division must have independent civilian oversight. Students, parents, and teachers must have meaningful redress if they are mistreated by a School Safety Agent and the CCRB should be authorized to assess such claims.

As a parent committed to making our schools the safest they can be and to providing our children with the best education possible, I urge you to support these crucial reforms. Changing the way police interact with our children in schools will go a long way towards enhancing students’ education and improving police-community relations as a whole. 

I look forward to hearing your thoughts on this matter and to learning about your response to this important issue. 

Thank you,

________________________

