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Dear Friends,
The election of Barack Obama in November 2008 raised America’s hopes that, once again, civil rights and civil liberties 
would be valued and protected by the nation’s government. However, even under the best of circumstances, it will take 
decades to undo the damages to our rights and liberties over the past eight years. Change doesn’t happen all at once – it 
is a process that demands energy, dedication and persistence. The New York Civil Liberties Union has these qualities in 
abundance, as demonstrated by our accomplishments during the past year. 

This year, we witnessed what can happen when we persist. For decades, the NYCLU helped lead the fight to reform New 
York’s draconian Rockefeller Drug Laws. We were overjoyed when the State Legislature passed historic drug law reforms 
in April 2009. Now, thanks to the reforms that we pushed for, judges can generally order treatment and rehabilitation for 
non-violent substance abusers when they deem it appropriate. 

One thing we all learned from the last election is the power of organizing. Indeed, community organizing does bring 
about real change. That’s why the NYCLU cultivates strong relationships with the national ACLU and organizes on the 
ground across New York State. The NYCLU’s eight offices around the state put us in a unique position to partner with 
community-based organizations and grassroots advocates to maximize our impact, as we do with LGBT advocacy groups 
statewide to promote marriage fairness. We will continue to find new ways to collaborate with stakeholders and expand 
our presence throughout New York. 

The NYCLU’s work is never done. We know that threats to our liberties persist, despite changes in Washington and 
Albany. No matter who is elected, we will work tirelessly – in the courts, in the community and in the legislature – to 
expose racial injustice, defend freedom of expression, gain equality for LGBT New Yorkers, and fight infringements on our 
privacy rights in the name of national security. We need all of you – members, donors, activists and advocates – to recover 
the liberties we have lost, maintain and defend the rights we have, and gain new ground so that, ultimately, each and every 
one of us – rich and poor, straight and gay, black, white and brown, urban and rural, devout and atheist – can enjoy equal 
access to freedom and liberty. 

We can’t reflect on our accomplishments over the last year without thanking our donors and funders. At the same time 
as we watched the historic elections, the stark realities of the economic downturn became clear. However, because of the 
unwavering commitment of our supporters, we have been able to maintain – and grow – our strength as an organization. 
Regardless of  who is in control in Washington and Albany, the NYCLU’s dedicated Board, staff, volunteers and supporters 
have the expertise and tenacity needed to defend our civil liberties, no matter what the challenge. 

Thank you for your commitment to defending our most precious liberties. 

Sincerely, 

Donna Lieberman					     Thomas Frey
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR				    PRESIDENT



The New York Civil Liberties Union (NYCLU) is dedicated to defending civil liberties and civil rights. Founded in 
1951 as the New York affiliate of the American Civil Liberties Union, we are a not-for-profit, nonpartisan organization 
with eight chapters and regional offices and nearly 50,000 members across the state. Our mission is to defend and 
promote the fundamental principles and values embodied in the Bill of Rights, the U.S. Constitution, and the New 
York Constitution. 

We believe that all New Yorkers have inalienable rights that cannot be taken away by the government or by majority 
vote. They are:

Freedom of speech, press, petition and assembly. 
Even unpopular expression is protected from government suppression and censorship.

Freedom of religion. 
Each of us has the right to exercise his or her own religion, or no religion, free from any government influence or 
compulsion.

Privacy. 
We have the right to be free from unwarranted and unwanted government intrusion into our personal and private 
affairs, papers and possessions.

Due process of law. 
We have right to be treated fairly by the government whenever the loss of liberty or property is at stake. 

Equality before the law. 
We have the right to be treated equally regardless of nationality, race, gender, sexual orientation, religion, ethnicity, 
disability or socio-economic status. 

The NYCLU fights for civil liberties and civil rights through an integrated program of litigation, advocacy, public 
education and community organizing. We represent ordinary people who have experienced injustice and have 
decided to fight back. When we vindicate their rights, all New Yorkers benefit.

Introduction
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We have the right to be free from unwarranted government intrusion 
into our private affairs. The NYCLU challenges abuses of power 
undertaken in the name of national security, fights government 

secrecy and combats the exercise of unilateral executive authority.

Liberty AND Security
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Americans have the right to be free from unwarranted 
government intrusion into our personal and private af-
fairs, papers and possessions. Unfortunately, “national 
security” has been used throughout U.S. history as a 
pretext for violating this right. In the past decade, the 
government’s effort to prevent terrorism has become an 
excuse for launching serious attacks on civil liberties in 
New York State and nationwide. In response, the NYCLU 
has mounted challenges – both in New York and, in part-
nership with the ACLU, nationally – to abuses of power 
including the USA Patriot Act, domestic wiretapping and 
invasive surveillance practices. 

Advances in technology also raise new challenges 
to civil liberties. Our government now has the capability 
to track the movements and activities of all law-abiding 
Americans. Through advocacy, litigation and public edu-
cation, the NYCLU works to curb invasive surveillance 
practices and establish regulations that balance legitimate 
security concerns against our constitutional rights. New 
York is a particularly important place to challenge such 
offenses, as the NYPD is recognized as the most influen-
tial domestic law enforcement agency in the country and 
many of its surveillance practices are reproduced in cities 
across the United States.

CHALLENGING UNCONSTITUTIONAL DETENTION 
AND INTERROGATION PRACTICES
Since 9/11, the United States, once a global leader in the 
fight against torture, has used inhumane and unconstitu-
tional detention and interrogation practices in the name 
of national security. In partnership with the ACLU, the 
NYCLU is holding the government accountable for these 
practices through Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) 
requests. Since 2003, we have sought government docu-
ments in order to prove that prisoner abuse by U.S. per-
sonnel was systemic, not aberrational. In September 
2008, a federal appeals court ordered the Defense De-
partment to release photographs depicting the abuse of 
detainees by U.S. forces in Iraq and Afghanistan, reject-

ing the government’s appeal of a 2006 order directing the 
Defense Department to release the photos. These photo-
graphs were to be released in May 2009, but the Obama 
Administration has moved to block the disclosure of the 
photographs by asking the U.S. Supreme Court to review 
the appeals court’s decision.

CHALLENGING UNCONSTITUTIONAL PROVISIONS 
OF THE PATRIOT ACT 
The NYCLU has played a prominent role in the fight to 
reform the Patriot Act. A provision of the Patriot Act 
permits the FBI to send National Security Letters (NSLs) 
to libraries, telephone and Internet companies, and other 
businesses requesting customers’ private records. Re-
cipients are barred from disclosing to anyone that they 
received an NSL. In a 2004 lawsuit, the NYCLU and the 
ACLU challenged the FBI’s authority to use NSLs to de-
mand sensitive and private customer records from Inter-
net Service Providers (ISPs) and then forbid them from 
discussing the requests. In December 2008, a federal ap-
peals court sided with the NYCLU and ACLU and found 

“Since the police department 

continues to embrace government 

secrecy, we are left with no option but 

to turn to the courts to force public 

disclosure about what the NYPD plans 

to do with all of this information about 

innocent people.” —Christopher Dunn, 

Associate Legal Director
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that the statute’s gag rule violates the First Amendment. 
In another victory in this case, the district court ruled 
in July 2009 that the government can not rely on secret 
evidence to justify its gag order. The government must 
now provide the court with an unclassified summary of 
the evidence it is relying on to justify the continued gag 
on the ISP.

OPPOSING THE FISA AMENDMENTS ACT OF 2008
In 2008, the NYCLU joined the ACLU in a landmark 
lawsuit to stop the government from conducting surveil-
lance under the FISA Amendments Act of 2008. The Act, 
a wiretapping law that grants the government virtually 
unchecked power to intercept Americans’ international 
e-mails and telephone calls, legalized the warrantless sur-
veillance program that President Bush approved in late 
2001. The case was filed on behalf of a broad coalition of 
attorneys and human rights, labor, legal, and media or-
ganizations whose ability to perform their work – which 
relies on confidential communications – has been greatly 
compromised by the new law. 

EXPOSING EXCESSIVE SURVEILLANCE 
BY THE NYPD 
The NYPD has embarked on an extensive and unprece-
dented program of monitoring the daily activities of New 
Yorkers. These surveillance schemes, subject to virtually 
no regulation or independent oversight, pose a serious 
threat to privacy rights and civil liberties. The NYPD’s 
Lower Manhattan Security Initiative would establish a 
massive network of 3,000 public and private surveillance 
cameras in downtown Manhattan to track and monitor 
vehicles and pedestrians. The system, which would al-
low the NYPD to maintain a database on the movements 
and whereabouts of millions of law-abiding New York-
ers, was developed without public input. Since learning 
of the plan, the NYCLU has fought to encourage full and 
informed public discussion through FOIA requests and 
lawsuits challenging the NYPD’s and the U.S. Depart-
ment of Homeland Security’s refusals to disclose infor-
mation. 

“The NYPD must not spend vast amounts 

of public money blanketing downtown and 

Midtown Manhattan in surveillance cameras 

without any public discussion of its plans 

and without clear privacy protections.”

—Donna Lieberman 
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We are guaranteed the freedom of speech, the freedom of protest and the 
freedom of religion. The NYCLU protects against censorship, shields protesters 

from violence, suppression and surveillance, and upholds the right of 
individuals to freely exercise their religious beliefs, or practice no religion at all. 

Freedom OF Expression
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The NYCLU fights to protect and expand core First 
Amendment rights, which include freedom of expres-
sion, freedom of association and the freedom of religion 
– supported by the strict separation of church and state. 
We preserve and strengthen First Amendment rights by 
offering trainings and Know Your Rights materials, nego-
tiating permits on behalf of protest organizers and moni-
toring police activities at demonstrations statewide.

PROTECTING SPEECH FROM CENSORSHIP 
BY PUBLIC OFFICIALS
It is unconstitutional for public officials to use their au-
thority to silence the expression of opinions they dislike. 
In 2008, the City of Troy shut down a local art gallery 
the day after it opened a controversial exhibit. “Virtual 
Jihadi,” the work of an Iraqi-American artist, was intend-
ed to provoke thought and discussion about the roots 
of violence, but it angered some people – including the 
commissioner of public works. The commissioner, who 
oversees building code enforcement, publicly denounced 
the exhibit and led a protest against it the night the ex-
hibit opened. He then shut the art gallery down citing 
code violations. The NYCLU has filed a lawsuit against 
the City of Troy contending the commissioner used his 
official powers to close the exhibit because of the content 
of the art installation, violating both the artist’s and the 
art gallery’s First Amendment rights to free speech and 
expression.  

PROTECTING AGAINST FORCED ACTS 
OF PATRIOTISM AT YANKEE STADIUM
The Yankees began playing “God Bless America” dur-
ing home games following 9/11, as did all Major League 
Baseball teams. While other teams stopped playing the 
song during every game, the Yankees have continued this 
ritual. In an effort to promote patriotism, Yankee secu-
rity officials and uniformed NYPD officers hired by the 
Yankees prevented fans from moving around Yankee Sta-
dium when the song was played. In summer 2008, police 

officers forcibly restrained and ejected a fan when he tried 
to use the restroom during the playing of the song. The 
NYCLU filed a lawsuit, maintaining that the fan was the 
victim of religious and political discrimination. In July 
2009, a federal judge approved a settlement in which the 
Yankees stipulated that the team has no policy restricting 
spectators’ movement during “God Bless America” and 
has no intention of implementing such a policy at the 
new Yankee Stadium.

CHALLENGING NYPD PRACTICES AT THE 2004 
REPUBLICAN NATIONAL CONVENTION
The NYCLU was the primary defender of protest rights at 
the 2004 Republican National Convention, and our work 
to protect the freedom to protest continues in the courts. 
In August 2008, a federal judge ordered New York City to 
turn over hundreds of intelligence documents related to 
the NYPD’s treatment of protestors arrested during the 
convention, the second time the court ruled against the 
NYPD on this case. The ruling arose from two federal 
lawsuits the NYCLU filed in 2004 challenging the mass 
arrest, prolonged detention and fingerprinting of nearly 
2,000 convention protestors. The NYPD claimed that its 
harsh treatment of protestors was justified by informa-
tion it obtained from its surveillance operation, but it 
refused to disclose documents detailing that informa-
tion, claiming that their disclosure would compromise 
ongoing investigations. The NYPD continues to fight the 
judge’s orders requiring it to disclose these documents.

FIGHTING LAW ENFORCEMENT PRACTICES 
THAT INTIMIDATE PROTESTORS
Police often use intimidation to discourage and silence 
protest. The NYCLU holds police accountable by expos-
ing these abuses. During the 2008 election season, we 
called for an investigation after members of Iraq Veter-
ans Against the War were assaulted and arrested while 
peacefully demonstrating during the presidential debate 
at Hofstra University on Long Island. Members of the 
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“The police department’s commitment 

to the casual creation of political 

dossiers on individuals and groups 

must end. New Yorkers have a right 

to know that they can go to a protest 

without having their photos end up in 

a police file.” —Arthur Eisenberg, 

Legal Director

group had gathered outside the debate hall for a demon-
stration when Nassau County police officers used horses 
to move protestors onto the sidewalk. One of the horses 
kicked a veteran in the head, knocking him unconscious 
and breaking his cheekbone; the horses also struck other 
peaceful protesters. 

MONITORING THE NYPD’S VIDEOTAPING 
OF PROTEST ACTIVITIES 
In 2005, we sued the NYPD to challenge the practice it 
adopted in 2004 of videotaping and photographing law-
ful protest activity and then indefinitely retaining the 
videotapes and photos. In November 2008, we learned 
that, although the NYPD had been fighting our challenge 
in the courts, it had quietly abandoned the practice in 
April 2007. This came to light as part of the Handschu v. 
Special Services Division proceedings, a decades-old fed-
eral case that has resulted in a series of court orders regu-
lating police surveillance of political demonstrations and 
activities. In order to enforce the Handschu guidelines 
and to prevent a recurrence of secret changes in policy, 
the NYCLU has asked the court to require the NYPD to 

notify the court and the Handschu attorneys of any fu-
ture changes to its policies governing the videotaping of 
protest activities. 

PROTECTING THE SEPARATION BETWEEN 
CHURCH AND STATE
The NYCLU continues to litigate Lown et al. v. Salva-
tion Army, which challenges religious proselytizing and 
employment discrimination in the government funded 
faith-based social service programs of the Salvation 
Army.  We argue that government agencies have a consti-
tutional obligation to monitor how faith-based organiza-
tions use public money and to ensure that these funds are 
not used to proselytize or to promote religion, especially 
in ways that interfere with the quality of social services 
these organizations have promised to provide.
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Racial equality is the great enduring principle, and unmet promise, 
in the Bill of Rights. The NYCLU is dedicated to preserving and 
extending constitutionally guaranteed rights to people who have 

historically been denied their rights on the basis of race.

Racial Justice



ANNUAL REPORT 2008-2009 11

We use a substantial portion of our resources to chal-
lenge policies and practices that disproportionately affect 
low-income people and people of color, and perpetuate 
inequality statewide. Bringing about systemic reform 
requires persistence and long-term commitment. The 
NYCLU’s work over the past year exemplifies our lasting 
commitment to fighting racial discrimination.  

REFORMING THE ROCKEFELLER DRUG LAWS
The NYCLU helped to win a landmark victory in April 
2009 when, after decades of advocacy, the New York State 
Legislature passed historic reforms to the state’s notori-
ously harsh and ineffective mandatory minimum drug 
sentencing scheme. Since 1973, the Rockefeller Drug 
Laws had mandated that thousands of low-level, nonvio-
lent offenders – many with no prior criminal records – be 
sentenced to extremely harsh prison terms for the pos-
session or sale of relatively small amounts of drugs. In 
the year leading up to the historic 2009 reforms, we coor-
dinated an aggressive statewide campaign to educate the 
public and galvanize stakeholders to call for the reform of 
the Rockefeller laws. In March 2009, we issued The Rock-
efeller Drug Laws: Unjust, Irrational, Ineffective, a report 
synthesizing the legal, social and economic arguments 

and research supporting the call for comprehensive re-
form. The report received broad media coverage and was 
a subject of intense discussion within the Legislature.

Because of the April 2009 reforms, judges now have 
broad discretion to order treatment and rehabilitation as 
an alternative to incarceration. In order to ensure that 
this significant victory translates into tangible change 
and improved outcomes for people with substance abuse 
problems, the NYCLU will monitor the implementation 
of the new laws and continue to promote a public health 
model, rather than a mass incarceration strategy, for ad-
dressing substance abuse problems.

CHALLENGING RACIAL PROFILING BY 
LAW ENFORCEMENT
Racial profiling continues to undermine justice and 
equality in New York. We expose and challenge racial-
profiling practices by police departments across the state 
and advocate for meaningful systems of accountability 
for wrongdoing by police. Two years ago, the NYCLU 
filed suit to obtain the NYPD’s stop-and-frisk database 
after the Department rejected our Freedom of Infor-
mation Law (FOIL) request. In May 2008, a state court 
ordered the NYPD to hand over the database, which 

“It is demeaning and degrading to be targeted 

because of my skin color. It saddens me to be 

treated like less than a full American citizen. I 

just want equality: no more, no less. I believe 

in the need for anti-terrorism measures, but I 

don’t support city-sponsored racial profiling.” 

—Jangir Sultan, plaintiff in racial profiling case 
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contains information from nearly 2 million police stops 
conducted over the past five years. The data provide com-
pelling evidence of racial profiling – about 81 percent of 
those stopped have been people of color and nearly nine 
out of 10 of those stopped were completely innocent of 
any wrongdoing. In August 2008, we also received nu-
merous reports and three computer databases from the 
Suffolk County Police Department in response to a FOIL 
request we filed for documents relating to the Depart-
ment’s vehicle stops. 

After we sued to obtain NYPD data identifying 
the race of people shot by police officers, the New York 
City Council passed a law in January 2009 requiring the 
NYPD to submit an annual report with detailed informa-
tion about police shootings, including the race, age and 
gender of shooting victims. 

We exposed racial profiling by filing a lawsuit against 
the NYPD in February 2009, on behalf of a Brooklyn na-
tive of Kashmiri descent who had been stopped and sub-
jected to bag searches by police officers at New York City 
subway stations 21 times in a three-year period. Officers 

are directed to select people entirely at random, but the 
NYPD does not record demographic information, in-
cluding the race of those selected for searches. Though 
the city denied our claims, it agreed to pay substantial 
damages to settle the case, implicitly supporting our ob-
jections that the program invites racial profiling, while 
guaranteeing that officers can profile with impunity.  

FIGHTING FOR DUE PROCESS FOR 
INDIGENT DEFENDANTS
The inadequacies of New York State’s county-driven, 
largely county-funded, public defense system have been 
well-documented for more than 40 years by legal advo-
cacy organizations, professional associations and gov-
ernment commissions. The shortcomings of the public 
defense system are a violation of the constitutional right 
to due process and cause inequities and inequalities in 
the public defense system, which in turn have a disparate 
impact on defendants, of whom most are people of color. 
In late 2007, the NYCLU filed a lawsuit on behalf of all of 
the thousands of low-income criminal defendants in On-
ondaga, Ontario, Schuyler, Suffolk and Washington coun-
ties challenging the state’s failure to provide them consti-
tutionally adequate public defense services. A state court 
judge rejected the state’s attempt to dismiss the case in 
August 2008, clearing the way for the NYCLU to proceed 
with our challenge. It was the first time a New York court 
recognized that indigent criminal defendants have a con-
stitutional right to challenge the adequacy of the state’s 
indigent defense system. However, the state appealed and 
in July 2009, the Appellate Division overturned the lower 
court’s ruling. We are now appealing this ruling to the 
Court of Appeals, the state’s highest court.

Protestors calling Governor Paterson to ask him to reform the 
Rockefeller Drug Laws.
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We have the right to be treated equally, regardless of nationality, 
race, gender, sexual orientation, religion, ethnicity, disability 
or socio-economic status. The NYCLU combats policies and 

practices that perpetuate and institutionalize inequality.

Equality Before THE Law
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The NYCLU works to ensure that all persons receive equal 
treatment from the government, employers, correctional 
facilities and educational institutions. By fighting for 
equal protections for LGBT individuals, immigrants and 
people living with disabilities, the NYCLU protects the 
rights of all New Yorkers. 

FIGHTING FOR THE FREEDOM TO MARRY
Right now, our state denies LGBT New Yorkers the ability 
to marry and enjoy the 1,324 protections that accompany 
marriage. The NYCLU has been a powerful advocate for 
fair marriage laws. In early 2008, we achieved a landmark 
victory when a state appellate court unanimously ruled 
in Martinez v. Monroe County that New York State must 
recognize the marriages of lesbian and gay couples who 
were lawfully married in other states or countries. The 
decision prompted Gov. David Paterson to direct all state 
agencies to revise their policies and regulations to recog-
nize marriages of same-sex couples performed in other 
jurisdictions. 

The NYCLU has since won several additional victo-
ries in our effort to ensure that all valid marriages are rec-
ognized in the state. After the NYCLU filed suit against 
Blue Cross & Blue Shield of Western New York for deny-

ing spousal health care benefits to a validly married les-
bian couple, the insurance company announced in July 
2008 that it would begin covering all married couples. In 
August 2008, Otsego County, responding to NYCLU-led 
opposition, abandoned plans to unlawfully exclude les-
bian and gay couples from coverage. In November 2008, 
the New York State insurance superintendent issued a 
formal ruling stating that lawfully married same-sex cou-
ples were officially entitled to spousal insurance benefits.  
In order to ensure fairness and equality for all New York-
ers, the NYCLU is advocating for legislation that would 
allow same-sex couples to marry in New York State. 

PROTECTING THE RIGHTS OF IMMIGRANTS 
Frequently targeted for persecution, immigrants have 
faced increased attacks on their civil rights and liberties 
in recent years. In April 2009, the NYCLU released Im-
migrants’ Rights are Human Rights: Universal Guaran-
tees of Rights to All People, a publication that serves as 
an introduction to some of the human rights protections 
afforded to immigrants. The guide outlines the United 
States’ obligations under a number of human rights trea-
ties to ensure basic fairness and dignity to immigrants. It 

“Every year, I have some important 

reason to be grateful to the NYCLU.  

Last year, it was because of its 

participation in the Martinez decision, 

the consequence of which my same-

sex marriage is now legally recognized 

in my home state.”  —Tony Kushner

Pride 2008 marchers in New York City
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provides examples of the country’s failure to meet these 
obligations. 

The NYCLU works to expose local policies that harm 
immigrant communities. For months, Suffolk County of-
ficials publicly stated that local police did not ask people 
to disclose their immigration status when they reported 
a crime. However, in response to a FOIL request we sub-
mitted in February 2009 to the Suffolk County Police 
Department, the NYCLU learned that the Department’s 
forms instruct police officers to identify whether a crime 
victim is a temporary resident or a foreign national. This 
practice discourages people from reporting crimes, and 
can serve as a vehicle to target undocumented immi-
grants.

Board and staff members show off NYCLU’s voting rights ad in Times Square.

DEFENDING THE RIGHT TO VOTE
The NYCLU advocates for a fair electoral process, pro-
tects the principle of “one person, one vote,” and sup-
ports the re-enfranchisement of people with felony con-
victions. We played an active role in protecting voters’ 
rights during the fall 2008 election cycle. In October 
2008, the NYCLU issued its first-ever Civil Liberties Voter 
Guide to help New Yorkers make informed choices about 
their congressional candidates. The guide presented 65 
congressional candidates’ answers to a series of questions 
about national security, LGBT rights, immigrants’ rights, 
racial justice, and reproductive rights issues. 

At the same time, the NYCLU launched a statewide 
public education campaign to help New Yorkers with 
criminal records reclaim their right to vote. In New York 
State, convicted felons lose their right to vote for the du-
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ration of their prison sentence and parole. Those sen-
tenced to probation never lose the right to vote. However, 
thousands of New Yorkers incorrectly believe they are 
permanently disenfranchised. The NYCLU’s campaign, 
which ran through the October 2008 voter registration 
deadline, featured bus advertisements in New York City, 
train advertisements in Buffalo and western New York, 
public service announcements broadcast on radio sta-
tions throughout the state, and on-line resources. During 
the final 10 days leading up to the registration deadline, 
the NYCLU’s ad was featured on the CBS “Super Screen” 
at 42nd Street in Times Square. 

ENSURING FAIR TREATMENT FOR PEOPLE 
WITH DISABILITIES
The NYCLU engages in advocacy and litigation to pro-
tect and advance civil liberties for people with mental 
and developmental disabilities. 

In July 2008, the NYCLU exposed the world to the 
horrific conditions pervading the psychiatric facilities 
at Kings County Hospital Center (KCHC) in Brooklyn. 
We released security camera footage of Esmin Green, 
a 49-year-old Brooklyn resident, dying on the waiting 
room floor of the public hospital’s psychiatric emergency 
room as hospital staff callously walked past. The NYCLU, 
Mental Hygiene Legal Service, and Kirkland & Ellis LLP 
had filed a lawsuit against KCHC in May 2007, describ-
ing its psychiatric emergency room and inpatient unit as 
“a chamber of filth, decay, indifference and danger.” The 
security camera footage, obtained because of the lawsuit, 
drew national attention to the hospital’s culture of neglect 
and abuse. The city has now agreed to a series of court-
ordered reforms at the hospital, including a requirement 
that all patients be checked every 15 minutes, that there 
be no more than 25 patients at any time in the psychiatric 
emergency ward, and that detailed records on the ward 
be turned over every week to the advocates involved in 
the lawsuit. 

In February 2009, the U.S. Department of Justice 
released the findings from its year-long investigation of 
KCHC’s psychiatric facilities, which had been initiated in 
response to the NYCLU’s lawsuit. The report calls condi-
tions in the psychiatric facilities “highly dangerous” and 
concludes that the hospital regularly fails “to properly 
assess, diagnose, supervise, monitor and treat its mental 
health patients.” In pursuing the litigation, the NYCLU 
continues to monitor conditions at the hospital and ad-
vocate for comprehensive reform and ongoing judicial 
oversight.

The NYCLU also continues monitoring and advoca-
cy activities to ensure that the state complies with its ob-
ligations to protect a group known as the “Willowbrook 
Class.” In 1972, the NYCLU won a historic civil rights 
lawsuit challenging the inhumane conditions suffered by 
residents of the notorious Willowbrook State School, a 
state-supported institution in Staten Island for children 
with mental disabilities. The residents were awarded the 
guarantee of lifetime protection from harm. In spring 
2009, a fire at a group home in Hamilton County killed 
two members of the Willowbrook Class. The NYCLU 
called for an investigation into allegations that the home 
lacked adequate staffing or fire safety safeguards. 

“In 2008 in New York City, nobody 

should be subjected to this kind of 

treatment. It should not take the death 

of a patient to get the city to make 

changes that everyone knows are long 

overdue.” —Donna Lieberman
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The NYCLU, a vocal advocate for young people’s rights, 
educates, empowers and organizes youth to become advocates 

for their own rights and liberties. 

Youth AND Student Rights
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Our youth and student initiatives defend and expand 
young people’s constitutional rights. They uphold the 
principle that students do not shed their constitutional 
rights at the schoolhouse gate and arm youth and the 
professionals who work with them with the informa-
tion they need to protect their rights. We seek to ad-
vance equal and adequate educational opportunities for 
all children by opposing heavy-handed policing in pub-
lic schools, confronting abusive military recruitment in 
schools, and protecting schoolchildren from bias-based 
harassment and bullying.  

ENDING THE OVER-POLICING 
OF PUBLIC SCHOOLS
This year, the NYCLU intensified its efforts to break the 
School to Prison Pipeline, the system of educational and 
criminal justice policies, practices and attitudes that 
force students out of school and into the criminal jus-
tice system. This system disproportionately targets youth 
from low-income families, youth of color and youth with 
learning disabilities. In August 2008, New York Council-
man Robert Jackson, chairman of the Education Com-
mittee, introduced the Student Safety Act, legislation that 
would bring transparency and accountability to the mas-
sive police presence in New York City’s schools. The NY-
CLU drafted the bill, which is now endorsed by a major-
ity of council members. We are working with the Student 
Safety Coalition, a group of 17 New York City advocacy, 
academic and community-based organizations, to edu-
cate stakeholders about the bill. 

The NYCLU also challenges abusive policing in 
schools through traditional legal mechanisms. In No-
vember 2008, we filed a complaint with the NYPD In-
ternal Affairs Bureau on behalf of an 11th grader who 
was abused by a school safety agent and left bleeding and 
distraught in a high school restroom. In February 2009, 
we filed a lawsuit challenging the NYPD’s refusal to com-
ply with a FOIL request for information about students 
being transferred to psychiatric emergency rooms. We 

filed the FOIL request in response to NYPD personnel 
handcuffing a 5-year-old and sending him to a psychi-
atric emergency room after he threw tantrum in his kin-
dergarten class. 

ENFORCING OVERSIGHT OF THE DEPARTMENT 
OF EDUCATION
Community Education Councils (CECs) were created by 
the New York State Legislature to ensure that parents and 
the public retain some oversight over education under 
the mayoral control system of school governance. State 
education law requires the New York City Department 
of Education (DOE) to get the approval of the local CEC 
when it wants to make certain changes.  In March 2009, 

Sikh students demand an end to bias-based harassment in 
schools.



ANNUAL REPORT 2008-2009 19

after the DOE unilaterally and illegally announced plans 
to close three neighborhood schools without CEC ap-
proval, the NYCLU joined parents, guardians and com-
munity leaders in filing a lawsuit to block the closures. In 
response to the lawsuit, the DOE announced the schools 
would remain open.

PROTECTING YOUTH FROM AGGRESSIVE 
MILITARY RECRUITMENT IN SCHOOL
In an effort to meet wartime quotas, the U.S. military has 
launched an aggressive campaign to recruit high school 
students to fill the ranks of the armed services. This cam-
paign is supported by the federal No Child Left Behind 
Act of 2002, which links federal education funding to 
military recruiting and grants recruiters wide access to 
public high schools and to students’ and parents’ per-
sonal information. Many educators, students and parents 
complain that these recruiters use heavy-handed tactics, 
violate students’ privacy rights, and target students from 
low-income families and students of color.  

The NYCLU works to defend students from abusive 
military recruitment practices. In the fall of 2008, the 
NYCLU mobilized students and public officials to op-
pose new DOE procedures that compromised student 
privacy in order to increase military recruiters’ access to 

“Students face harassment from school 

safety agents on a daily basis. We’re students, 

not criminals. Students have the right to go 

to school each day free from harassment.” 

—Jaritza Geigel, a student at Bushwick School 

for Social Justice

student contact information. In November 2008,  U.S. 
Rep. Charles B. Rangel and more than two dozen federal, 
state and local policymakers sent a letter urging Schools 
Chancellor Joel Klein to suspend the new policy, and 
recommended that the city adopt several measures to 
protect the rights of students and parents. In June 2009, 
the DOE acknowledged that unchecked military recruit-
ment is a problem and agreed to issue formal regulations.

DEFENDING YOUNG PEOPLE’S 
CONSTITUTIONAL RIGHTS
The NYCLU also defends the constitutional rights of 
young people and parents outside of schools. The NY-
CLU filed briefs in a court challenge to a 2006 curfew 
law in Rochester prohibiting children younger than 17 
from being in any public place between 11 p.m. and 5 
a.m. We argued that the curfew infringed on minors’ free 
speech rights and the long-recognized rights of parents 
to control the upbringing of their children. The curfew 
purported to protect young people from crime, but there 
were no data to support claims that it improved public 
safety. The city acknowledged that the curfew dispropor-
tionately affected youth of color, and, in June 2009, the 
state’s highest court declared the youth curfew unconsti-
tutional.
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Women have the right to make their own reproductive choices. 
The NYCLU Reproductive Rights Project ensures reproductive freedom 

for all women, particularly those most vulnerable: low-
income women, women of color and young people.

Reproductive Rights
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The Reproductive Rights Project (RRP) at the NYCLU 
is the legal arm of the reproductive rights movement in 
New York State. Protecting reproductive rights – defined 
broadly to include not only abortion rights, but also birth 
control, reproductive and sexual health, equal rights of 
pregnant and parenting women, comprehensive and 
medically accurate sex education, and patient privacy 
– requires the combined efforts of direct service provid-
ers, activists and legal experts. RRP helps to ensure the 
strength of the reproductive rights movement through 
litigation, legal analysis, advocacy, outreach and educa-
tion.

SECURING CHOICE AND ACCESS TO 
COMPREHENSIVE REPRODUCTIVE AND 
SEXUAL HEALTH CARE
New York abortion laws are badly outdated and would 
leave choice vulnerable if Roe v. Wade were overturned 
or further eroded by the U.S. Supreme Court. This year, 
we worked to revise New York abortion law to protect re-
productive freedom in New York State by advocating for 
the Reproductive Health Act. This bill would affirmative-
ly guarantee a woman’s right to choose or refuse an abor-
tion and contraception, and ensure that the law always 
allow physicians to take necessary measures – including 
pregnancy termination – to protect a woman’s health. 
Under the Reproductive Health Act, abortion would no 
longer be uniquely punishable as a crime, but regulated 
as a matter of public health.  

RRP led the challenge against new regulations issued 
in late 2008 by the Bush administration that create bar-
riers to comprehensive contraceptive services and other 
essential health care. These regulations radically expand 
the circumstances under which health care providers can 
refuse to offer certain types of health care services, in-
cluding abortion and sterilization. When, despite over-
whelming opposition, the regulations were finalized in 
December 2008, the NYCLU persuaded the New York 
State attorney general to join a legal challenge. President 

Obama has proposed new regulations that would rescind 
the Bush administration’s “Health Care Denial Rule” and 
will issue a final rule later in 2009.

In November 2008, the NYCLU testified before a 
New York City Council committee in support of a bill 
that would safeguard women’s access to reproductive 
health care clinics while protecting abortion opponents’ 
free speech rights. The legislation, which was passed in 
March 2009 by a 39-8 vote, prevents protestors from 
physically assaulting women, blocking access to clinics, 
damaging clinic facilities or harassing women within a 
15-foot zone, without disturbing existing protections for 
peaceful protest at reproductive health care clinics.

DEFENDING PREGNANT AND PARENTING 
WOMEN FROM DISCRIMINATION
Although women have the right to breastfeed in any lo-
cation, public or private, women who breastfeed in pub-
lic often face harassment or ejection from stores, librar-
ies and other facilities. In fall 2008, the RRP published 
a palm card and poster informing mothers about their 
breastfeeding rights. In early 2009, RRP directly ad-
dressed the issue with the Brooklyn Public Library after a 

“The Reproductive Health Act is 

about more than securing women’s 

reproductive rights. It’s about 

autonomy, privacy and dignity. It is 

about supporting healthy families. It 

is about setting health care policy that 

treats women as equal members of 

society.” —Donna Lieberman
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local woman was repeatedly harassed by a security guard 
while attempting to breastfeed her infant at the library’s 
Flatlands Branch. The library apologized to the woman 
and circulated a memo explaining breastfeeding law to 
its staff.  

In late 2008, as part of our ongoing advocacy for 
the rights of young people, RRP released a report calling 
on New York City lawmakers to maintain support ser-
vices for pregnant and parenting teens in the city’s pub-
lic schools. The report, Protecting Two Generations: The 
Need to Preserve and Expand Services for New York City’s 
Pregnant and Parenting Students, presents our analysis 
of data obtained from the DOE about existing services 
for pregnant and parenting students, the availability and 
oversight of childcare services, and educators’ training 
on these services. The report specifically focused on the 
Living for Young Families through Education (LYFE) 
program, the DOE’s primary support service for parent-
ing teens. The LYFE program, which operates at about 
40 sites citywide, provides school-based child care and 
extends an array of social services and parenting help to 
teen parents. 

TEEN HEALTH INITIATIVE
The NYCLU’s Teen Health Initiative (THI) addresses bar-
riers preventing minors from exercising their rights to 
confidential health care. Though the law provides broad 
protections for minors who cannot or will not obtain pa-
rental consent, often neither minors nor health care pro-
viders are aware of these rights. This year, THI continued 
to educate thousands of young people, service providers, 
advocates and policymakers about these rights. THI’s 
peer educators presented workshops to school groups 
and other youth-focused community-based organiza-
tions in order to empower teens to advocate for them-
selves and exercise their own sexual and reproductive 
rights. In February 2009, THI held its first Reproductive 
Justice Career Panel, which featured panelists from the 
Guttmacher Institute, the National Latina Institute for 
Reproductive Health, National Advocates for Pregnant 
Women, Community Birthing Project, Planned Parent-
hood Federation of America and the New York Women’s 
Foundation discussing their work within the reproduc-
tive rights and reproductive justice movement.  

Honorees at the Reproductive Rights Project’s 2008 Stand Up for Choice benefit (from left to right): Ann Cook, Marcia Ann Gillespie, 
May del Rio, Angela Maresca, Eileen Fisher
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The NYCLU celebrates a longstanding alliance with the arts community. 
Throughout the year, talented and committed artists donate their time 

and ability to supporting civil liberties through their work.

Arts AND Media
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BROADWAY STANDS UP FOR FREEDOM!
Each year for the past seven years, stars of stage and 
screen have lent their talents to Broadway Stands Up 
for Freedom!, an annual benefit show for the NYCLU. 
Recent concerts have featured cast members from Hair, 
Rent, Wicked, Les Miserables and Jersey Boys. All pro-
ceeds benefit the NYCLU’s youth programs, including 
the Teen Health Initiative and our campaigns to stop 
overly aggressive policing and military recruiting in pub-
lic schools. The concert also serves as a venue to showcase 
the winners of our Freedom in Expression competition. 
This annual contest invites students from New York City 
high schools to submit essays, poetry and posters that il-
lustrate their thoughts on freedom of expression and its 
impact on their lives.

“But how great, and of course how 

appropriate, that people who work in 

theater come out to make it possible 

for people who ensure the continued 

existence of our civil liberties to do 

their work.” —Tony Kushner

Broadway Stands Up for Freedom founding performer Liana 
Stampur

NYCLU YOUNG PROFESSIONALS
Over the past year, the NYCLU Young Professionals, a 
group of New York City professionals in their 20s and 
30s who are dedicated to defending civil liberties, en-
gaged local artists to raise support for the NYCLU. In 
March 2009, they hosted their second annual Big Gay 
Variety Show. Proceeds from the show, which featured 
performances by popular comics and singers, benefited 
the NYCLU’s LGBT work. The Young Professionals also 
organized JUST ART ‘08, an event that featured the work 
of up-and-coming local artists commissioned to create 
pieces inspired by civil liberties issues.
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TOP: Michael Emerson and Carrie Preston with Freedom in Expression Winners BOTTOM LEFT: Todd Buonopane 
BOTTOM RIGHT: Daphne Rubin-Vega
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The NYCLU uses traditional and online media to educate and inform 
the public and encourage people to become advocates for civil liberties. 

As result of our communications efforts, the NYCLU’s work receives 
constant attention from the media. We generated thousands of news 

clippings across the globe in the period covered by this report.

INVOLVING THE PUBLIC THROUGH NEW MEDIA 
Through the use of online media, we are connecting 
more people to our work than ever before. Our Web 
site, which provides New Yorkers with a clearinghouse 
of information on civil liberties issues and tools to help 
them protect and advocate for their rights, receives more 
than 30,000 unique visitors each month. During the 2008 
election season, we launched VoterGuideNY.com, a Web 
site that presented 22 congressional candidates’ answers 
to a series of questions about civil liberties issues. We also 
built our online presence through use of the latest social 
networking tools, including YouTube, MySpace, Face-
book, Flickr and Twitter. Our Facebook page, which has 
more than 1,700 members, has proven to be an effective 
tool to engage a diverse group of young people in our 
work.

MAKING THE CASE THROUGH VIDEO
Through video, the NYCLU is able to communicate the 
essence of civil liberties issues to diverse audiences in an 
easily accessible format. Our videos have been featured 
on the Web sites of The New York Times, The New York 
Daily News, the Albany-Times Union, Daily Kos, Gotha-
mist and others. In fall 2008, we created four short videos 
about Maria Perez, a Brooklyn resident who had com-

pleted a prison sentence but was improperly denied her 
right to vote in the 2004 elections. The clips document 
Maria’s experience as she registers to vote and finally casts 
her ballot on Election Day. In April 2009, we released a 
10-minute video to educate New Yorkers about the need 
to pass the Reproductive Health Act. 
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Frederick Wertheim and Raul Hernandez
Stephen Widlitz

Sam Wiener
Duane E. Wilder
Evan Wolfson and Cheng He
Robert R. Worth
Martha Wright and Arthur Kuckes
Anthony R. Wynne
Seymour Yellin
Amy Yenkin and Robert Usdan
Milton and Marjorie Zaitlin
Sharon Zane
Jerome M. Ziegler
William J. Zwart

Anonymous (42)

Daniel L Alterman and Li Wah Lai
Sylvia Altman
Charlotte Angell
Hope and Arnold Asrelsky
William R. Bauer
Dave Behar
Anthony Miles Bentley
Vivian O. Berger
Barbara Bernstein and James S. Bernstein, 
M.D.
Charles E. Bieber
Alvin Billings
Evelyn Bishop
Jerome and Marie Blackman
Stanley Blum
Brian Blum
Robert J. Brassell, Jr. and Delois Brassell
Melvin C. Brenner and Sandra Brenner
Peter and Alice Broner
Ordway Burden
Vincent Buscaglia
Sydney Butchkes
Vincent Calenda
Mark and Barbara Cane
The Estate of Marilyn Carr
Derek Chung
Monique Weston Clague
June M. Clase
Ruth L. Cohen
Elizabeth B. Conant
Matthew Cooper
Joy Cordery

Annette Corth
Shawn Cox and Dan Moore
Stephen and Mimi S. Daitz
Henry K. Davis
Howard Davis
Chad Dechant
Edmund F. Dejowski and Don A. Powell
Betty J. Dietz
C. Wesley Dingman, II and Noel Dingman
Dorothy Dixius
Norman Dorsen
Ervin Drake
J. Raymond Edinger, Jr.
Henry Fagin
Laurence S. Farer
Garabed A. Fattal
Milton Feher
Elise Feldman
Melvin Ferentz
Martha F. Ferger
Augusta P. Finkelstein
Sandra Lotz Fisher
John Fitzsimmons
George L. Fleming
Scott A. Forsyth
Catherine Frail
Dr. Marion B. Francis
Robert Freidus
Marc B. Fried
Arthur R. Friedenheit
Thea Fry
Morton Gage

Paul A. Gangsei and Susan N. Herman
William Gardner
Rita J. Garth
Mary J. Geissman
Louis M. Gersten
Lorena Gill
Evan Giller
J. J. Giordanelli
Howard Girven
Daniel Gladstone
Deborah T. Goldberg
Joshua N. Goldberg
Dona Goldman
Sherwin M. Goldman
Nancy Goldstein and Joan Hilty
Peter J. Gollon
Grace A. Goodman
Janice Goodman
Irwin Gooen
Beatrice Gottlieb
Jo Ann Greenberg
Dr. Helen Mayer Hacker
Hannelore Hahn
Michael Hall
Robert J. Hammerslag
Wendy Harris
Andrew Hart
Mary Louise Hartenstein
Susan Harwig
Janet E. Hassett
Harriet Heaney
Anthony Heilbut
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Thank You... The NYCLU could not continue its critical work to protect civil liberties without 
the support of our card-carrying members and generous donors. Although we cannot list everyone here, each of our 
donors is integral to the success of the NYCLU, and we remain extremely grateful for their support.

John Henry
Richard Heyl & Anthony Ortiz
Lee J. Hilton
Martin and Mildred Hird
William F. Hirt
Terry M. Hockler
Mark A Hogarth
Robert E. Holmes
Jonathan F. Horn, Esq. and Michele I. Singer
Leah Ice
Katherine Jacobson
David Jarrett
Yvonne M Johnson
Robert B. Johnson
Robert G. Jones
Nancy E. Jones
Stuart D. Kantor
Rhoda Karpatkin
Phyllis Karrass and Abe Karrass
Lita Kelmenson and Emanuel Kelmenson
Miriam Kerpen
Bernard and Sondra Kleinman
Judi Komaki
David Kosberg
Harold and Estelle Kuhn
Herbert Kurz
Max F. Lais and Lisa Templeton
Richard C. Lazarus
Jeffrey G. Leeds
Arthur H. Levinson
H. Richard Levy and Betty L. Levy
Jean L. Lewis
Richard Lipsitz and Rita Lipsitz
David Lukomnik
Evelyn Lyke
Owen M. Lynch
Douglas O. Maass
Robert M. Mains
Al Marcus
George E. Martin
Geraldine Marslanka and Lee Marshall
Gregg Mayer
Charlotte Mayerson
Jean M. McCarroll
Robert McCarthy, Jr.
J. Douglas McDaniel

Donna McKay
Tom McKitterick
Henry Meltzer
Linda Merman
Charles W. Merrels
Arnold E. Messner
Ann Breen Metcalfe
Persephone Miel
Reverend Howard Moody
Nina Morison
Carole and Richard Morrill
David Moskowitz
Minne R. Motz
James R. Murray
Edward Newman
Daniel and Dorothy Nidess
Jeffrey P. Nieznanski 
Joseph L. Norton
Carol Noymer
Alfred Obrist
Charles-Turner Oneal
Daphne O’Sullivan
Wayne Outten and Ginny Outten
John Pakkanen
Jeffrey Paley
John H. Parker and Faith E. Parker
Steve Petoniak
Isabelle Katz Pinzler
Frances Fox Piven
Albert Podell
Michael Pohlmann and Victoria Pohlmann
John Henry Prahler 
Jay A. Rashkin
Richard L. Rosen and Margery F. Rosen
Miriam Rosen
Neal L. Rosenberg, Esq.
Arthur H. Rosenfeld
Paul L. and Marion J. Ross
Dr. William B. Rubin
Barbara Ruth
Scott Safier and Champ Knecht
Mark and Rita Sakitt
Mr. and Mrs. Homer Schaaf
Jack Schlegel
Jerome B. Schneewind and Elizabeth H. 
Schneewind

Hertha Joan Schulze
Elliot P. Schuman
Mr. and Mrs. Melvin Seiden
Faith Seidenberg
Ronald Seidman
Donald Shaffer
Joan Shaw
Robert J. Shaw
Irwin D. Sicherman and Barbara Sicherman
Jeanne Silvers
James Simonis
Marjorie M. Smith
G. Smith
Meyer and Elma Smolen
Helen Spiegel
Stanley R. Stangren
Barbara Lynne Stewart
Victoria Stewart
Nadine Strossen
Marcella L. Tobias
Walt Townes
Joseph Tully and Alan Francisco-Tipgos
Dennis Urlaub and Harriet Urlaub
Julius Vingerelli
Donald Wade
Robert A. Walker
William L. Walter
Ray and Barbara Warner
Kenneth S. (dec.) and Sylvia M. Warren
Marc J. Warren
Susan F. Weber
Nancy Wechsler
Marshall Weinberg
Agnes H. Weis
Norman R. West
Adrian V. White
Alvanza Wilson
Marsha Wineburgh
Dr. Michael Charles Wolf
Ellen and Joe Wong
Anne McCoy Wright
Richard Zack

Anonymous (32)
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Support THE NYCLU
For more than 50 years, the New York Civil Liberties Union has been New York State’s preeminent 
champion of civil liberties and civil rights. During the last several years, we have seen a historic abuse of 
power by the Bush administration with its unprecedented assertion of unilateral executive authority. 
You can help fight for constitutional checks and balances and seek justice for the people of New York 
by supporting our work.

JOIN AND BECOME A CARD-CARRYING MEMBER
Basic individual membership is only $20 per year, joint member-
ship is $35. NYCLU membership automatically extends to the na-
tional American Civil Liberties Union and to your local chapter. 
Membership is not tax-deductible and supports our legal, legisla-
tive, lobbying, educational and community organizing efforts.

MAKE A TAX-DEDUCTIBLE GIFT
Because the NYCLU Foundation is a non-profit 501(c)(3) organi-
zation, donations are fully tax-deductible. The NYCLU Founda-
tion supports litigation, advocacy and public education but does 
not fund legislative lobbying, which can not be supported by tax-
deductible funds.

JOIN THE EASTMAN SOCIETY
Named for the ACLU’s co-founder, Crystal Eastman, the Eastman 
Society honors and recognizes those patrons who make an annual 
gift of $5,000 or more. Society members receive a variety of ben-
efits.

JOIN THE DESILVER SOCIETY
Named for Albert DeSilver, one of the founders of the ACLU, the 
DeSilver Society supports the organization through bequests, re-
tirement plans, beneficiary designations or other legacy gifts. This 
special group of supporters helps secure civil liberties for future 
generations.

JOIN THE AMICUS CLUB
Lawyers and legal professionals are invited to join our Amicus Club 
with a donation worth one to four billable hours. Club events offer 
members the opportunity to network, stay informed of legal devel-
opments in the field of civil liberties and earn CLE credits.

JOIN THE YOUNG PROFESSIONALS
This program engages New York City young professionals between 
the ages of 24 and 40 in defending the civil liberties of all New 
Yorkers. Through event planning and fundraising, the Young Pro-
fessionals raise funds for the NYCLU while socializing with like-
minded people.

BECOME AN NYCLU ACTIVIST
NYCLU activists organize coalitions, lobby elected officials, pro-
test civil liberties violations and participate in web-based action 
campaigns.

Go to www.nyclu.org to sign up and stand up 
for civil liberties.

For details and additional options on giving contact:
Development Department
New York Civil Liberties Union
125 Broad Street New York, NY 10004 
Tel: 212.607.3300
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NYCLU Staff AND 

Board of Directors
NYCLU BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
2009-2010

Thomas Frey, President, Attorney, Retired
Edwin J. Lopez-Soto, Vice President, Attorney, 

Greater Upstate Law Project
Mark Sakitt, Treasurer, Physicist, 

Brookhaven National Laboratory
Ronald Tabak, Secretary, Attorney, 

Skadden Arps Slate Meagher & Flom LLP
Tanya Marie Douglas, Affirmative Action Officer, 

Attorney, Legal Services for NYC
Claudia Angelos, Affiliate Rep. on National Board, 

Professor of Law, New York University Law School

Daniel Alterman, Attorney, Alterman & Boop LLP
Li Yun Alvarado, Ph.D. Candidate, Fordham University
Deborah Archer, Professor of Law, New York Law School
Elliot H. Auerbach, Physicist, Retired
Barbara Bernstein, Retired
John Cirrin, Public Information Officer (retired), 
Albany Public Library
Rebekah Cook-Mack, Skadden Fellow, Foreclosure Prevention 
Project of South Brooklyn Legal Services
Nahshon Craig, Attorney, Director of Business and Legal 
Affairs, Rush Communications of NYC
Colin Donnaruma, Attorney, Ernst Publishing Co., LLC
Margaret Fung, Executive Director, Asian American Legal 
Defense and Education Fund
Peter J. Gollon, Physicist and Executive, Retired
Janice Goodman, Attorney, Law Offices of Janice Goodman
Michael J. Hall, Instructor of Behavioral Sciences, Dutchess 
Community College

Nancy Hollander, Financial Consultant, Goldberg Freedman 
Boyd Daniels Hollander Goldberg & Cline
Jonathan Horn, Attorney, Law Office of Jonathan F. Horn 
Steven J. Hyman, Attorney, McLaughlin & Stern, LLP
George Kannar, Professor of Law, SUNY-Buffalo School of Law
Deborah H. Karpatkin, Attorney, Law Offices of 
Deborah H. Karpatkin
Edward Klein, Attorney
Mohammed Khater, Banking Software Consultant
Melissa Lee, Manager of Advocacy and Organizing, Planned 
Parenthood of NYC
Lesly I. Lempert, Consultant and Lecturer on Israeli 
and Palestinian Issues
Alexis McGill, Democratic Strategist
Julie F. Kowitz Margolies, Adjunct Clinical Law Professor, 
Brooklyn Law School
E. Christopher Murray, Attorney, Riesman, 
Peirez & Reisman LLP
Jennifer McAllister-Nevins, Attorney
Amanda Oren, Assistant Public Defender, Monroe County
Behram Panthaki, Cash Edge, Inc.
Arlene Popkin, Attorney, Legal Aid Society of 
Westchester County
Aaron Rudenstine, Director of Special Projects, Civic Builders 
Lara Rios, Attorney, Cravath, Swaine & Moore LLP
Vera Scanlon, Attorney, Bedlock Levine & Hoffman LLP
Donald Shaffer, Attorney, American Civil Liberties Union
Gemma Solimene, Clinical Law Professor, 
Fordham University School of Law
M.D. Taracido, Attorney/Businessperson, Dixie Foam, Ltd.
Gregg Walker, Vice President of Corporate Development, 
Sony Corp.  of America

As of September 1, 2009
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STAFF

Donna Lieberman, Executive Director

LEGAL 
Arthur Eisenberg, Legal Director
Christopher Dunn, Associate Legal Director
Alia Al-Khatib, Paralegal
Matthew Faiella, Staff Attorney
Mohammed Gangat, Fellow, Dewey & LeBoeuf
Daniel Grossman, Law Extern 
Beth Haroules, Senior Staff Attorney
Andrew Kalloch, Kauffman Fellow
Zachary Kerner, Fellow, Cahill Gordon & Reindel
Lisa LaPlace, Staff Attorney
Kathy Hunt Muse, Liman Fellow
Adriana Piñon, Staff Attorney
Carmen Santiago, Legal Secretary
Naomi Shatz, Skadden Fellow
Corey Stoughton, Senior Staff Attorney and Upstate Litigation 
Coordinator

LEGISLATIVE 
Robert Perry, Legislative Director
Socheatta Meng, Legislative Counsel
Fidelia Orozco, Legislative and Advocacy Program Assistant
Rahul Saksena, Legislative Associate

ADVOCACY
Udi Ofer, Advocacy Director
Erica Braudy, Lead Organizer
Jessica Fisher, Fellow, Proskauer Rose LLP 
Angela Jones, School to Prison Pipeline Coordinator
Johanna Miller, Public Policy Counsel
Ari Rosmarin, Senior Advocacy Coordinator

REPRODUCTIVE RIGHTS PROJECT
Galen Sherwin, Reproductive Rights Project Director
Karyn Brownson, Teen Health Initiative Director
Corinne Carey, Public Policy Counsel
Ariel Samach, Project Associate

COMMUNICATIONS
Jennifer Carnig, Communications Director
Michael Cummings, Communications Associate
Cory Goodale, Website Manager
Alberto Morales, Communications Assistant

ADMINISTRATION
Nanette Francia Cotter, Deputy Director
Andrew Adams, Executive Assistant
Laurel Benjamin, Administrative Assistant
Tom Tyburski, Receptionist
Ana Vasquez, Office Manager

FINANCE 
Richard Bryant, Fiscal Director
Amanda Li, Fiscal Director
Albert Birzh, Accountant
Marangeli Merced, Bookkeeper

DEVELOPMENT
Mary Hedahl, Director of Development
Molly Galvin, Director of Major Gifts
Keith Kole, Database Administrator
Daniel Sternberg, Development Associate
Louisa Treskon, Grant Writer

CHAPTERS / REGIONAL OFFICE
Linda S. Berns, Director, Lower Hudson Valley Chapter
Lynne Elton, Administrative Assistant, Lower Hudson Valley Chapter

John A. Curr III, Director, Western Regional Office
Mario Hernandez, Organizer, Western Regional Office

Barrie H. Gewanter, Director, Central New York Chapter

Samantha Fredrickson, Director, Nassau County Chapter
Laurel Coston, Administrative Assistant, Nassau County Chapter 

Andrea Callan, Director, Suffolk County Chapter
Marina Nadler, Administrative Assistant, Suffolk County Chapter

Gary Pudup, Director, Genesee Valley Chapter
Marisol Martinez, Administrative Assistant, Genesee Valley Chapter

Melanie Trimble, Director, Capital Region Chapter
Frank Donegan, Administrative Assistant, Capital Region Chapter

As of September 1, 2009
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NYCLU Offices
NASSAU COUNTY CHAPTER
33 Front Street, Suite 205
Hempstead, NY 11550
516.741.8520

SUFFOLK COUNTY CHAPTER
1 Touro Law Center
225 Eastview Drive
Central Islip, NY 11722
631.650.2301

LOWER HUDSON VALLEY CHAPTER
297 Knollwood Road
White Plains, NY 10607
914.997.7479

WESTERN REGIONAL OFFICE
The Ansonia Center
712 Main Street
Buffalo, NY 14202
716.852.4033

HEADQUARTERS 
AND NEW YORK CITY REGIONAL OFFICE
125 Broad Street, 19th floor
New York, NY 10004
212.607.3300

CAPITAL REGION CHAPTER
90 State Street
Albany, NY 12207
518.436.8594

CENTRAL NEW YORK CHAPTER
753 James Street, Suite 8
Syracuse, NY 13203
315.471.2821

GENESEE VALLEY CHAPTER
121 N. Fitzhugh Street, Suite 300
Rochester, NY 14614
585.454.4334







Financial Report NEW YORK CIVIL LIBERTIES UNION FOUNDATION

2009 EXPENDITURES

Legal and Public Education	 $1,985,016
Reproductive Rights Project	 $640,737
Advocacy			   $488,891
Communication			  $379,576
Administrative and General	 $456,943
Fund Raising			   $449,569

Total Expenditures		  $4,400,732

2009 SOURCES OF REVENUE

Foundation Grants		  $1,339,412
Contributions			   $330,506
National ACLU Share		  $1,148,368
Campaign for the Future	 $551,835
Special Events			   $344,844
Legal Fees Awards		  $640,567
Other Income			   $48,407
Transfer from (to) Reserves	 $809,641
Investment Income		  ($809,848)

Total Sources of Revenue	 $4,400,732



Financial Report NEW YORK CIVIL LIBERTIES UNION

2009 SOURCES OF REVENUE

Membership			   $967,065
Contributions			   $109,328
Other Income			   $11,592
Transfer from (to) Reserves	 ($263,440)
Investment Income		  ($8,749)

Total Sources of Revenue	 $815,796

2009 EXPENDITURES

Legislation			   $360,292
Legal and Public Education	 $83,787
Reproductive Rights Project	 $65,986
Advocacy			   $94,495
Communication			  $24,645
Administrative and General	 $155,735
Fund Raising			   $30,856

Total Expenditures		  $815,796

The New York Civil Liberties Union, Inc. and the New York Civil Liberties Union Foundation (collectively NYCLU) are not-for-profit organiza-
tions exempt from federal income taxes under Sections 501(c)(4) and 501(c)(3), respectively, of the Internal Revenue Code. The NYCLU is af-
filiated with the American Civil Liberties Union, Inc. and the American Civil Liberties Union Foundation, Inc. This report reflects the income 
and expenses for the NYCLU and its chapters and regional offices. In accordance with Generally Accepted Accounting Principles (GAAP), 
income includes multi-year grants and pledges received in fiscal year 08–09, which may be distributed or paid in future years. Income 
figures also reflect endowment gifts and pledges received in fiscal year 08–09. A copy of the complete audited financial statements may be 
obtained by writing to: NYCLU, 125 Broad Street, New York, NY 10004, or to the Office of the Attorney General, New York State Department 
of Law, Charities Bureau, 120 Broadway, New York, NY 10271.
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