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THE COUNCIL
OF
THE CITY OF NEW YORK
CITY HALL
NEW YORK, N.Y. 10007

October 28, 2004
BY FAX AND FIRST CLASS MAIL

Congressional Conference Committee
United States Senate
Washington, D.C. 20510

Congressional Conference Committee
House of Representatives
Washington, D.C. 2051$

Dear Conference Committee Member:

We write as members of the New York City Council to express concerns about
several provisions of the 9/11 Recommendations Implementation Act (“H.R. 107),
included neither in S. 2845 nor the 9/11 Commission recommendations, which would
seriously undermine immigrants’ rights. As local elected officials in a city where sixty
percent of residents are immigrants or the children of immigrants, we feel a particular
responsibility to express our views regarding proposed federal law that would adversely
affect the lives of so many New Yorkers. We urge you to oppose any version of the bill
that includes any of the provisions described below.

Sections 3051 through 3056 of H.R. 10 would create a de facto national
identification card by federalizing state-issued driver’s license requirements. The
proposal also prevents states from issuing driver’s licenses to many immigrants. This
would prevent tens of thousands of immigrants living in the United States from
possessing legitimate identification. In addition, it would essentially impose a visa status
requirement in order to drive legally, which could result in the revocation of hundreds of
thousands of licenses of immigrants who currently depend on driving to maintain
employment, access services and support their families.

The legislation also would overhaul the current immigration system dramatically
to deny immigrants basic judicial review over unfair or arbitrary deportations. Section
3007 would authorize summary deportation by immigration agents, which would subject
hundreds of thousands of individuals who entered the United States without inspection
and have been in the country for less than five years to removal with essentially no
Process.









