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Re: Proposed Film Permit Rules
Dear Ms. Cho:

On behalf of the New York Civil Liberties Union, I write to provide commenis on the
proposed film permit rules published in the May 25, 2007 City Record. As I assume you are
aware, the proposed rules were prompted by a federal lawsuit brought by the NYCLU in Sharma
v. City of New York. That case, which we filed on behalf of an independent filmmaker who had
been denied a film permit by the MOFTB for use of a hand-held video camera, challenged the
lack of written film-permit rules, the scope of the unwritten permit scheme, and the insurance
obligations imposed by the MOFTB.

Because we had extensive negotiations with the City about these proposed rules, we are
quite familiar with them. And for the most part, we believe they are reasonable. In particular the
rules, as compared to prior MOFTB practices, are notable for generally exempting from the
permit scheme those using hand-held cameras, for exempting from the scheme photography or
filming at protests and demonstrations, and for eliminating onerous insurance requirements.

Nonetheless, we strongly object to one provision that would require government permits
for and invite police intexrvention into a large amount of casual photography. We also object to a
provision governing the use of single tripods. Our objections are as follows:

1. The requirement that two or more people using only a hand-held camera obtain a film

permit to photograph or film in a single location for more than 30 minutes is unreasonable,
unlawful, and unenforceable- Proposed section 9-01(b)(1)(ii) would require an MOFTB permit

for anyone using only a hand-held camera if the photography or filming “involvied] an
interaction among two or more people at a single site for thirty or more minutes.” If adopted,
this provision would sweep into the MOFTB permit scheme large numbers of people,

ISection 9-01(b)(2)(1) creates an express exception for such photography or filming that
lasts less than 30 minutes.
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