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NEW OPPORTUNITY FOR PHOTOGRAPHERS AND FILMMAKERS
TO COMMENT ON PROPOSED FILM PERMIT RULES

New York City has proposed new rules that would require permits and insurance for a
wide range of casual and amateur photography and filmmaking. This summarizes the proposed
rules and what you can do to comment on them.

What are the new proposed rules?

Under new rules proposed on May 25, 2007 by the Mayor’s Office of Film, Theatre and
Broadcast (MOFTB), any group of two or more people using a handheld camera (still or video)
for more than 30 minutes at a single location (defined-as a 100-foot area) would have to apply for
and obtain a permit and would have to present proof of $1 million in insurance (unless a waiver
was obtained). Also under the new rules, any group of five or more people using a single tripod
for more than 10 minutes would have to obtain a permit and have insurance.

What can I do about the new rules?

At the request of the New York Civil Liberties Union, the MOFTB has agreed to reopen the
process by which members of the public can comment on the new rules, The original comment
period closed on June 27, but the City has now agreed to accept comments until Friday. August
3, 2007. Comments should be sent to the following person, by e-mail or regular mail:

Julianne Cho

Assistant Commissioner

Mayor’s Office of Film, Theatre & Broadcasting
1697 Broadway

New York, N.Y. 10019

jcho@film.nye.gov

What form should comments take?

Public comments do not need to be technical, either in their form or substance. It is fine to send
a regular letter or an e-mail expressing any comments you have about the proposed permit rules.

If you have questions, please feel free to contact the New York Civil Liberties Union at
212-607-3300 (ask for Rob Wile or Chris Dunn). You also can send an e-mail to

rwile@nyclu.org or cdunn@nyclu.org,
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