
Mayor de Blasio took office 
promising to end the “tale of two 
cities”. In important ways, our 
city’s story has improved. School 
safety is up, suspensions are 
down and zero-tolerance policies 
are dialed back. Universal 
pre-K provides early education 
to thousands of students and 
financial relief to families. 
The use of stop-and-frisk has 
plummeted, and new legislation 
will reduce arrests for low-level 
offenses.

Yet four years in, injustice 
remains a fact of life. Our schools 
are the most segregated in the 
nation. Our schools still have 
far more cops than guidance 
counselors or social workers. 
Communities of color still 
experience over-policing. The 
NYPD still maintains a secretive 
and reform-resistant culture. And 
Rikers Island remains a nightmare 
and needs to be closed.

The mayor has four years to finish 
what he started. The following are 
seven steps he should take at the 
outset of his second term.

RESIST& RENEW

1. COMBAT TRUMP’S WAR ON IMMIGRANTS

2. TRANSFORM SCHOOL CLIMATE

3. GROW POLICE & COMMUNITY TRUST

4. END DEEP-ROOTED SEGREGATION IN SCHOOLS

Fortify NYC’s sanctuary status by ensuring all immigrants, regardless of 
their backgrounds, can access legal services and deportation defense, and 
that they can freely visit public facilities. Halt any official or tacit NYPD 
collaboration with ICE. Limit the role of police in schools so incidents do not 
trigger ICE involvement.

Build on progress reducing suspensions and arrests in schools by supporting 
conflict resolution. End automatic, long-term suspensions and provide 
support and resources for restorative justice practices. Limit the NYPD’s role 
in schools to the most serious situations, and keep officers out of school 
discipline decision-making.

Further reduce the enforcement against low-level offenses like farebeating, 
which funnels people into the criminal justice system and flags immigrants for 
Trump’s deportation agenda. Hold the NYPD and police officers accountable 
for misconduct, and stop the overbroad interpretation of civil rights law 50-a 
that keeps police misconduct records secret.

Redouble work with community stakeholders to improve diversity and equity 
in city schools. Start by ending reliance on a single high-stakes test for 
admission to the city’s specialized high schools. 
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5. PROTECT PROTEST RIGHTS

6. CLOSE RIKERS

7. SUPPORT FAMILIES & GENDER EQUALITY

Prevent the NYPD from targeting protesters or subjecting them to unequal 
treatment. Ensure artists and photographers are not hassled or arrested 
because they take a photo, make a video or display their work. Open up 
5th Avenue to protests.

Speed up plans to shutter Rikers Island by dramatically reducing its 
population. Limit arrests for low-level offenses and support statewide 
efforts to reform New York’s broken bail system so that no one sits in jail 
because they are too poor to buy their freedom.

Make sure all municipal employees, including teachers, receive Paid Family 
Leave, so that they can spend time the time they need with a newborn 
child or care for a sick relative.
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