
 
125 Broad Street 
New York, NY  10004 
212.607.3300 
212.607.3318 
www.nyclu.org 

 
 
 
Byshop Elliot, 18 years old. Junior.  
Pronouns: He/his/him  
 
Hello everyone, thank you for coming here to listen to us today.  
 
My name is Byshop Elliot, and I’m a junior at McKinley High School, and I tried to start a 
school group for LGBTQ students at McKinley High School. 
 
I have a lot of pride for my school. I cheerlead, I’m on the student council committee, I’m 
vice president of the future teacher’s club, I’m secretary of the foreign language club, I’m 
always involved in something here. 
  
Everyone has their own clubs, and I want LGBTQ students to have their own Gay-Straight 
Alliance that’s a safe space. So we can march under our own school’s banner at PRIDE 
next month, just like students from other high schools do.  
 
But we can’t do that here. Last year I started a petition that 30 kids signed for a GSA, and 
I thought that was pretty cool. This year, I tripled it and I got 140 signatures in one day. 
But we still don’t have a GSA. It’s so disappointing to come so far and to just be pushed 
back.  
 
This is a huge, diverse school and we expect more. It’s sad that this is still an issue in our 
generation.  
 
I like to think of myself as a kid who is respectful and tries to keep the peace.  
 
But I’m here today because I really do care about this inequality. Everyone’s entitled to 
their own opinion, but they have to respect other people.  
 
And I want everybody to be included and have the chance to feel excited about school.  
 
I don’t want to use the word “family” too loosely, but we are here for four years. Not 
getting to be part of that is no way for LGBT kids to have to go through high school.  
 
Thank you all for supporting us! 
 
 


