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NYC: Stop-and-Frisk Down, Safety Up
Stop-and-frisk is at a record low – and New York City is the safest it has been in years.
Defenders of the NYPD’s massive, abusive and racially discriminatory stop-and-frisk program of the
Bloomberg and Kelly era misleadingly claimed for years that the policing tactic was necessary for public
safety – despite mounting evidence that stop-and-frisks led to few arrests and fewer weapons, and that
nearly nine in ten New Yorkers who were stopped were innocent.1
Four years later, with stops down over 90 percent from their peak of nearly 700,000 in 2011, New York City
crime data effectively dispel any claim that the massive stop-and-frisk program was necessary for public
safety.2 Across the board serious crimes are significantly or even drastically lower today than they were at
the height of the stop-and-frisk regime.
•

As stops fell 93 percent between 2011 and 2014, murders fell 35 percent to a recorded low of 333 in
2014. Stops are projected to fall a further three percent this year, and though murders are projected
to tick up slightly this year, the number of murders is still 33 percent lower than in 2011.3

•

Stop-and-frisk’s decline has corresponded with a sharp drop in gun violence – in direct opposition to
the NYPD’s claim that the tactic was critical for recovering guns. Between 2011 and 2014, shootings
fell from 1,510 to 1,162, and, based on current figures, in 2015 they are expected to be down 23 percent from 2011 numbers.4

•

The seven most serious crimes, or “index crimes” — murder, rape, robbery, felony assault, burglary,
grand larceny and auto theft — remained flat during stop-and-frisk’s 93 percent decline between
2011 and 2014. And at this rate, it is reasonable to project that serious crime will be down 5 percent
for 2015.5

The Data: Crime and Stops Drop between 2011 and 2015

The reason it is important to debunk the myth that New York City needs the massive stop-and-frisk program of the Bloomberg and Kelly years is because even at the lower levels of today, stop-and-frisk remains
a discriminatory policing tactic that mostly targets innocent people of color, sowing mistrust between New
Yorkers and police, routinely violating fundamental rights and causing lasting damage to communities.
Today, an estimated 81 percent of those stopped are found to be totally innocent.6 And despite making up
just 26 percent of the population in New York City, blacks will be the target of a projected 54 percent of
stops by the NYPD in 2015.7 Blacks and Latinos combined will be the target of 82 percent of stops.8
Although stops continue to target blacks and Latinos, the good news is that the 96 percent drop in stops
means that dramatically fewer New Yorkers of color are stopped today. In 2011, blacks were stopped
350,743 times and Latinos were stopped 223,740 times, while in 2015, the NYCLU projects that blacks will
be stopped 12,946 times and Latinos will be stopped 7,056 times.9 That fewer people of all races are affected by NYPD’s stop-and-frisk is a very good thing for New Yorkers, who are no less safe as a result.
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