UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT
WESTERN DISTRICT OF NEW YORK

X
UNITED STATES, 2
09-Civ.-0849
Plaintiff,
: AFFIDAVIT OF
V. : KARIMA AMIN IN SUPPORT
:  OF NON-PARTIES’ MOTION
ERIE COUNTY, NEW YORK, et al., : TO QUASH SUBPOENAS
Defendants. :
%

I, Karima Amin, in accordance with the provisions of 28 U.S.C. § 1746, state as
follows:

1. I am the co-chair, along with Charles “Chuck” Culhane, of the Erie
County Prisoners’ Rights Coalition (“the Coalition™). The Coalition came into being in
August 2009 and it was initially called the Buffalo Prison Abuse Project. I am also
Founder and Director of Prisoners Are People Too, Inc. (PRP2), which is the lead
member of the Coalition.

2. Since 2005, PRP2 has been conducting a monthly documentary film and
speakers’ series to enhance the general public's awareness of prison issues. This program
has grown into a more comprehensive advocacy effort around prisoner issues, especially
with the establishment of the Coalition in 2009. Our work includes networking, referrals,
community building, action organizing, and camaraderie as well as community
education. Through films, guest speakers and follow-up discussions, the program
promotes the growth of the community's knowledge and understanding of the prison
industrial complex, the plight of prisoners and prison families, and the challenges of re-
entry. We have explored various topics, including reentry, juvenile justice, parole,
gerrymandering, the yellow press, women in prison, drug court, the plight of the prison
family and more.

3. Although PRP?2 is interested in a variety of local, state, and national
prisoners’ rights issues, the Coalition is mostly focused on what is happening at our local
jails, i.e., the Erie County Holding Center and the Erie County Correctional Facility. It
was founded following the news of the Department of Justice’s intention to investigate
wrongdoing at the Erie County Holding Canter.

4, Our advocacy largely exists in the form of community education.
Information has been shared through radio/TV interviews, regular newspaper articles and
editorials, meetings, and weekly informational protests in front of the Erie County
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