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August 9, 2011 

Commissioner Richard Dormer 

Suffolk County Police Department 

30 Yaphank Ave,  

Yaphank, New York 11980 

 

Dear Commissioner Dormer: 

 

 I write on behalf of the New York Civil Liberties Union (NYCLU) and our client, Philip 

Datz, to request a meeting with you to discuss the Suffolk County Police Department’s pattern of 

failing to respect the rights of the media and of bystanders to witness and record police activity in 

public places and, in particular, SCPD’s arrest of photojournalist Philip Datz. 

 

 As you know, Mr. Datz was arrested on July 29 on charges of Obstructing Governmental 

Administration for filming a scene of police activity.  Mr. Datz was filming from a public space, 

did not cross any police lines, had permission to film from the Police Information Office of SCPD, 

and was not interfering in any way with police activity.  Mr. Datz’s camera was seized when he 

was arrested, although it was later returned.  On August 8, the Suffolk County District Attorney 

dropped all charges against Mr. Datz.   

 

This is not an isolated incident.  We have heard from numerous media outlets that 

reporters, photographers, camera operators and members of the general public have had similar 

encounters with SCPD officers in recent weeks and months.  These incidents raise serious 

concerns about the lack of respect for the First Amendment rights of the public and the media, as 

well as the abuse of power by SCPD officers. 

 

We have reviewed SCPD Directives 08-66 (“Bystanders at Police Incidents”) and 11-14 

(“News Media”) and although we applaud the Department for establishing such policies, it is clear 

that they are not consistently followed.  We would like to meet with you to discuss how to ensure 

that these policies are properly implemented and officers are effectively trained, so that further 

incidents of this nature do not recur.  We would also like to discuss with you Mr. Datz’s incident 

and the steps SCPD is willing to take to remedy his unlawful arrest.  

 

Please contact me at your earliest convenience to discuss these matters.  

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

 

 

Corey Stoughton 


