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April19,20ll

Superintendant Craig G. Carr
Central Islip Public Schools
50 Wheeler Road
Central Islip, NY 11722

Dear Superintendant Carr,

We write to express concerns about the district's response to the April 1st student walkout
at Ralph G. Reed Middle School. As you know, hundreds of students walked out of class that
day in peaceful protest against proposed budget cuts that may cause over 150 Central Islip
teachers to lose their jobs. The walkout was a demonstration of political speech, an important
exercise of students' First Amendment rights, and a valuable civics lesson outside of the
classroom. However, all of the students who walked out were suspended for their participation,
sending a clear message that students' Free Speech rights are not valued by the Central Islip
schools.

We recognize that punishing students for walking out is within the scope of principals'
authority, however, it represents flawed education policy. Such punishment sends the message
that student speech is unimportant and discourages future civic participation. Rather than
punishing students for their participation, the administration could have used this event as a
meaningful teachable moment on citizenship and civics-required subjects under New York law.
Instead, the school chose to punish, forgoing an opportunity to teach students about the
responsible exercise of their constitutional rights.
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In June 201 O, nearly 1,000 students walked out of dozens of New York City schools to
advocate for the protection of funding for student transportation. The students traveled by
subway and bus to City Hall and engaged in a march across the Brooklyn Bridge that lasted for
the remainder of the school day. Former Chancellor Joel Klein, individual school administrators,
and even the NYPD honored students' First Amendment rights throughout the peaceful protest.
Not one student was suspended. Ultimately, the students' protest was a valuable vehicle for
change-the student MetroCard program was fully funded that fall.



The Central Islip School District should have used this event to encourage intelligent
discourse and responsible civic engagement among its students. We hope next time such an
opportunity arises, the district will take advantage of it as a powerful means to protect both
students' rights to an education and their rights to express views on a public issue.

Please feel free to contact us if you have any questions or would like to discuss this
further.

Sincerely,

~~,S~~
Amal Sinha

CC: Christopher Brown
Principal, Ralph G. Reed Middle School


