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Media Crime Scene Narration May 27 

The purpose of this program is to provide training for 

Police Officers when interacting with the media and the public 

at a crime scene.   

Suffolk County Police Officers must recognize the media 
has the same access at the crime scene as the public.  
 

Under the First Amendment and the Rules and Procedures 
of the Department, members of the press and public have the 
right to observe, photograph and record all police activity, 
provided they do so from locations that are open to the public. 
If the public has access, the media does as well.   
 

Remember, public access is media access.  
 

It is improper for Suffolk police personnel to expand a 
crime scene perimeter for the sole purpose of interfering with 
the right of the media and the public to observe and record 
police activity. 

 
The Department honors press passes issued by the Suffolk 

County Police, Nassau County Police and the New York City 
Police Departments.  Members of the media do not need to 
possess a press pass when in areas open to the public. 

 

When appropriate, supervisors-in-charge at significant 
scenes should make every reasonable effort to establish a 
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designated media staging area within the outer perimeter but 
still outside of the inner perimeter. Members of the media 
must have a valid press pass when seeking access to such 
designated media staging area. 

 
At a crime scene Officers should also be aware that the 

majority of the public possess a cellphone capable of shooting 
still photos or video.  

 
Any recordings taken at the scene by the media or the public 

will capture your conduct and actions and may be published on 
social media.  When addressing the media or the public, 
officers shall always conduct themselves in a professional and 
courteous manner. Department members may not prevent 
members of the press or public from observing, photographing 
or recording the activities of plain clothes or undercover 
officers from a public place.  If there is a need to blur the 
activities or faces of officers, contact the Public Information 
Office for assistance. 

Chapter 9, Section 27, outlines procedures for seizing 
equipment that is believed to have evidentiary value and there 
is reason to believe that the evidence may be destroyed. 
Department members may ask for cooperation in obtaining 
equipment.  5/29/2014 

 If the individual is not a member of the media and 
does not give consent, the equipment may be seized 
if exigent circumstances exist and there is reason to 
believe that the evidence may be destroyed. 
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• If the individual is a media member, the equipment 
shall not be seized unless it is necessary to prevent 
death or serious injury.  
 

 Remember, if the public has access the media does as well.  
Public access is media access. 

 

 Suffolk police personnel may not expand crime scenes for 
the sole purpose of interfering with the right of the media 
and the public to observe and record police activity. 

 

 The Department honors press passes issued by the Suffolk 
County Police, Nassau County Police and the New York City 
Police Department. Members of the media do not need to 
possess a press pass when in areas open to the public. 

 

 Department members may not prevent members of the 
press or public from observing, photographing or 
recording the activities of plain clothes or undercover 
officers from a public place. 

 

 All members of the Department must be familiar with the 
Rules and Procedures, Chapter 9, Section 21, Bystanders at 
Police Incidents, Chapter 9, Section 27, Recorded media in 
possession of bystanders and media at police incidents, 
and Chapter 26, Section 2, Media Relations.  
 

  If you have any questions about dealing with the media 
please contact the Crime Stoppers and Public Information 
Bureau.     


