
 

 

BY FAX AND FIRST CLASS MAIL 

 

February 22, 2009 

 

Office of Congressman John  Hall 

40 Gleneida Avenue, 3
rd
 Floor  

Carmel, NY 10512 

 

Dear Congressman Hall: 

 

We write on behalf of 43 organizations representing diverse constituencies throughout New York 

State, including your district, to urge you to support critical reforms to the USA PATRIOT Act 

of 2001 (“Patriot Act”) that will protect Americans’ fundamental rights and liberties. These 

reforms, which were included in the USA Patriot Amendments Act (H.R. 3845) as initially 

drafted, would amend the Patriot Act by inserting important civil liberties protections into the 

law while strengthening law enforcement’s ability to protect the nation’s security. 

 

In the wake of the terrorist attacks of September 11, 2001, and with little deliberation, Congress 

passed the Patriot Act, which greatly expanded law enforcement’s search, surveillance, and 

investigative powers.  Since its passage, the Patriot Act has been the target of widespread 

bipartisan criticism. Critics assail the legislation for substantially curtailing Americans’ 

constitutional rights of speech, association, privacy, and due process.   

 

Recognizing these threats to civil liberties, Congress required that sections of the Patriot Act be 

reexamined periodically in order to provide lawmakers with opportunities to restore 

constitutional protections into the law. Indeed, Congress reauthorized the Patriot Act in 2005 and 

added minor civil liberties protections.  The Patriot Act faced another reauthorization deadline at 

the end of 2009. In mid-December, Congress voted to temporarily extend the Patriot Act for 60 

days until February 28, 2010.  

 

This window provides an opportunity to ensure that Congress legislate critical constitutional 

protections into the sections of the law due to sunset while still providing law enforcement 

agencies with the tools they need to protect our safety. Congress must not squander this 

important opportunity by passing yet another Patriot Act extension without restoring 

fundamental rights and liberties. Our organizations urge you to make the meaningful changes to 

the law that so many Americans have been calling for since the passage of the law in 2001. 

 

In particular, these reforms must: 

 



� Protect the privacy of Americans’ personal records by amending the government’s 

national security letter (NSL) authority (Patriot Act section 505) so that law enforcement 

may use its Patriot Act powers to access communications, financial and credit records 

only when they pertain to a terrorist suspect or spy. Currently, the Patriot Act authorizes 

the federal government to obtain tens of thousands of personal records on Americans 

without individualized suspicion that the subject of the records search is engaged in 

wrongdoing.  The current standard is so low that independent audits have found that 

approximately 50,000 NSLs are issued every year and many are issued against people 

two or three times removed from an actual suspect.  Congress must rein in this authority 

and protect the privacy and due process rights of innocent Americans. 

 

� Protect the privacy of Americans’ communications by amending the Patriot Act’s “roving 

John Doe” wiretap authority (Patriot Act section 206) that permits the federal government 

to wiretap Americans without identifying either the person or the device to be tapped. 

The bill would require the government to describe either the person or the device to be 

wiretapped.  The legislation would also allow the “lone wolf” surveillance authority 

(Intelligence Reform and Terrorism Prevention Act of 2004 Section 60001) to sunset.  

This provision authorizes government agents to use extraordinary surveillance powers, 

through the secret foreign intelligence surveillance court, against individuals who are not 

connected to any international terrorist group or foreign nation, thus sidestepping 

traditional Fourth Amendment protections. 

 

� Protect the privacy of homes and businesses by reigning in the government’s “sneak and 

peek” authority (Patriot Act Section 213), which vastly expanded the government’s 

authority to secretly conduct searches without giving prior notice to the owner or 

occupant of the search’s premises. This section of the Patriot Act amended regular 

criminal law procedure to allow the federal government to clandestinely search 

Americans’ homes, even in cases that have nothing to do with terrorism.  The USA 

Patriot Amendments Act would remove this broad catch-all exemption from traditional 

Fourth Amendment protections but still permit law enforcement to continue secret 

searches in emergencies or urgent circumstances. 

 

� Protect Americans’ First Amendment rights by amending the standard that accompanies 

the gag orders associated with NSLs and Section 215 orders.  Under current law, 

recipients of a national security letter or a Patriot Act section 215 order are prohibited 

from informing anyone but their attorneys about the government’s order. The USA 

Patriot Amendments Act would amend the law so that if a recipient of such an order 

wishes to speak out about the government’s actions, the burden of proof will be on the 

government to explain to a court why national security will be jeopardized if the recipient 

wishes to tell others about the order. 

 

More than eight years after its implementation, there is little evidence that the Patriot Act has 

been effective in making America more secure from terrorists. Yet there are many examples of 

the government abusing the unprecedented law enforcement powers contained in the law. The 

Justice Department’s own Office of the Inspector General’s conducted audits in 2006, 2007 and 



2008 that revealed extensive mismanagement, misuse, and abuse of Patriot Act authorities.
1
  Just 

last month the OIG revealed that the FBI routinely violated federal law by invoking non-existent 

terrorism emergencies to access Americans’ phone records and then issued NSLs after-the-fact to 

justify the surveillance.
2
 It is vitally important that Congress does not allow the passage of time 

or of presidential administrations to dull the nation’s commitment to the restoration of the rule of 

law. The time is long overdue for Congress to stand with the millions of New Yorkers and 

Americans across the country who are eager to see their constitutional rights restored. 

 

We expect that votes on Patriot Act reauthorization will come before you soon. We therefore 

respectfully urge you to take this opportunity to support this important legislation that will move 

the United States closer to restoring the rule of law and will make the country stronger and more 

secure. We look forward to hearing your thoughts on these matters. You may contact Udi Ofer 

by phone at (212) 607-3342 or by email at uofer@nyclu.org. 

 

We thank you for your consideration of our concerns. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 
Donna Lieberman 

Executive Director 

 

On behalf of: 

 

Amnesty International (Group 42)  

American-Arab Anti Discrimination Committee, New York Chapter 

Asian American Legal Defense and Education Fund 

Bill of Rights Defense Committee 

Blauvelt Dominican Sisters Ministry for Social Justice 

Brooklyn For Peace 

Citizen Action of New York 

Code Pink NYC Women for Peace 
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Common Cause New York 

Concerned Families of Westchester 

Connie Hogarth Center for Social Action 

Council of Peoples Organization (COPO) 

Council on American-Islamic Relations – New York (CAIR-NY) 

Democracy for New York City 

DRUM – Desis Rising Up and Moving 

Flames of Discontent 

Grandmothers for Peace, Franklin County, NY 

Granny Peace Brigade NY 

Greater New York Labor-Religion Coalition 

Judson Memorial Church, New York City 

Libertarian Party of New York 

Mid Hudson Progressive Alliance 

Mount Vernon United Tenants 

National Coalition Against Censorship 

New York Metro Progressives 

Pax Christi Metro New York 

Peace Action New York State 

Philipstown for Democracy 

Progressive Democrats of America – Genesee Valley Chapter 

Progressive Democrats of America, Western New York Chapter 

Progressive Democrats of New York, Congressional District 14 

Prospect Lefferts Voices for Peace and Justice 

Rev. Dr. Earl Kooperkamp, St. Mary’s Episcopal Church – West Harlem, NY 

Rockland County Coalition for Democracy and Freedom 

September 11
th
 Families for Peaceful Tomorrows 

Student Social Work Alliance for a Progressive Society 

WESPAC Foundation, Westchester County, NY 

Westchester Martin Luther King Jr. Institute for Nonviolence 

Westchester Progressive Forum 

Women Against War Steering Committee (Capital District, NY) 

Women’s Building, Inc. – Albany, NY  


