JANICE TENNANT, VOTER

MARION BANZHAF

When | got pregnant my freshman year of college, it was

1971. I knew | wasn't ready to
Florida where abortion was n

Too many states are placing
restrictions on reproductive
rights; I'm proud that New
York is going in the opposite
direction and standing up for
women's health.

As a New York voter, | support
the Reproductive Health Act.

| strongly believe that each
woman has the right to make
for herself the private and per-
sonal decision about when and
whether to have a child.

have a child, but | was in
ot yet legal, and it was also

illegal to print any information

about abortion. Since Roe was

not yet the law of the land,
one of the only places where

you could get a legal abortion

was New York. New York was
at the forefront of protecting
women'’s rights when | neede

help. Our state needs to once

again take the lead when it
comes to ensuring reproduc-
tive justice.
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REVEREND CARLTON
CLERGY MEMBER

VEAZEY,

As a matter of faith, we sup-
port the right of all women to
have the full range of infor-
mation about and access to

all their reproductive health
options and the ability to make
these very personal decisions
based on their own ethical or
religious beliefs, free from
government interference.
Women's health advocates,
religious leaders, and people
of faith need to stand together
to protect a woman's right to
services and allow her to fol-
low her own conscience.

MAUREEN PAUL, DOCTOR

When | am caring for a woman,
| need to be able to use my
best medical judgment to treat
her, not have my hands tied.
As a doctor, | took a solemn
oath to protect the health and
safety of my patients. But the
federal government has placed
increasing restrictions on a
woman'’s right to have an abor-
tion—even if her health is in
danger. New York State needs
to act now to protect women,
and doctors, by making sure a
woman is able to have an abor-
tion if her health is endangered
at any point in pregnancy.

Women make reproductive decisions—including abortion, adoption or
having a child—for many different reasons. While people may disagree
with some of those reasons, it is important that each woman be able to
make the decision that is right for her, her circumstances and her family.
The Reproductive Health Act will ensure that New York State continues to
stand up for a woman'’s ability to make her own private, personal decision.

ILENE JAROSLAW

When | became pregnant with

my third child, everything

looked good in early tests. About 17 weeks into my preg-
nancy, however, a sonogram showed that part of my baby’s

brain was missing and she or
he would not survive. Because
of previous health complica-

tions, an abortion was the only

option to protect my health an

fertility. | think it's important to

talk about this because while
abortion should be a personal

decision, politicians try to inter-

fere. | can’t imagine what my

family and | would have gone

through if abortion weren’t saf
and legal.
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MORGAN COUSINS

| was surprised when | found out | was pregnant. It was a
humbling moment that challenged everything | thought |
knew about who | am. After talking with close friends and
family, | decided that who |

am could also include being a
mother. My decision to contin-
ue my pregnancy was not easy
to make. | knew that any deci-
sion | could have made at that
point was going to change my
life. The fact is, my decision is
more meaningful because | had
the choice. It is simply a human
right to choose what your path
in life should look like. | couldn't
imagine living in a world where
I had no choice at all.




