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NY Civil Liberties Union
Constitutional protections aren't limited to citizens; they protect everyone. Policies should use terms like "residents" or "the public," instead. This can help foster trust and improve relationships between police and immigrant communities.

NY Civil Liberties Union
Notably missing from this list, among other key constitutional rights, is the right to equal protection.
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NY Civil Liberties Union
It's good that this policy requires affirmative consent as opposed to mere silence or acquiescence. To make sure consent is truly meaningful, police should also have to clearly state that they're asking for permission, explain that the person has the right to say no, and let the person know that no search will happen unless the person consents. Using a written consent form or some other objective form of documenting consent is also a good way to create proof that consent was knowingly, voluntarily, and affirmatively given.

NY Civil Liberties Union
Searches are more expansive than frisks, so referring to a frisk as a type of search can create confusion as to what officers are actually allowed to do.

NY Civil Liberties Union
Additional guidance or examples would be helpful to better illustrate the scope of what's allowed.
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NY Civil Liberties Union
The terms here relate to different levels of police investigative encounters in New York law. While helpful as a general overview, more detailed guidance for officers on how to approach handling the particulars of encounters at each level would be beneficial.
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NY Civil Liberties Union
There's no reason to limit use of this form to searches of homes or vehicles. Departments should create an objective record of any consensual search.




