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NY Civil Liberties Union
This could be even stronger if the policy affirmatively required officers to exhaust all other reasonable alternatives before using force, including attempts to deescalate.
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NY Civil Liberties Union
It can be helpful to consider uses of force as occupying a continuum in which the particular type of force being used must be responsive to and change according to the circumstances. This can be a useful tool so long as officers are constantly taking account of changing circumstances that should lead to the least amount of force necessary being used.

NY Civil Liberties Union
Just verbally expressing an intent to resist should not be considered "active" resistance.

NY Civil Liberties Union
Vague and legalistic concepts can be difficult to visualize and apply in practice. Providing illustrative categories and examples in policies can help both officers and the public better understand.
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NY Civil Liberties Union
This would be stronger if it affirmatively required officers to exhaust all other reasonable alternatives before using deadly force, including attempts to deescalate. Deadly force should be an extreme last resort, and policies should explicitly and emphatically reinforce that idea.

NY Civil Liberties Union
It's helpful and accurate to state that less obviously-deadly uses of force can constitute deadly force depending on the circumstances. It's important, however, that policies not defer to whether an officer intended to use deadly or non-deadly force, but instead focus on whether the force used was reasonable, necessary, and proportional.
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NY Civil Liberties Union
The drawing of weapons should constitute a reportable use of force.
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NY Civil Liberties Union
Officers should be required to directly render medical assistance for which they have been trained.
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NY Civil Liberties Union
This policy places few actual restrictions on the use of chemical spray. It could be improved by prohibiting use on people in handcuffs or as a form of punishment. Officers should also be required to warn people first and give them a chance to comply. Officers should be prohibited from keeping a person who has been sprayed in a face down position after exposure, which can be dangerous.
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