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NY Civil Liberties Union
Broad and undefined language can lead to grossly unfair outcomes where legally owned property is seized at an officer's discretion. "Used in a criminal transaction" needs a definition that establishes a clear and and significant relationship to the the alleged crime (e.g., if someone is merely driving a car they legally own while committing an unrelated crime, the car shouldn't be understood to have been used in a criminal transaction).
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NY Civil Liberties Union
Again, there needs to be a clearer definition of what the department means by "used in the commission of a crime."
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NY Civil Liberties Union
The department doesn't include any guidelines here for the officer to know whether or not a vehicle is subject to forfeiture laws.
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NY Civil Liberties Union
Low standards for civil asset forfeiture pose a threat to people's due process rights. At minimum, departments that engage in this practice should require a higher probable cause standard before officers are permitted to seize cash or other property under these procedures.

NY Civil Liberties Union
Beyond internal reports, departments should have to publicly report on the amount of assets seized and to report whether that property was ultimately returned or converted for department use.
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