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FINEST MESSAGE
General Administrative Infor mation

TO ALL COMVANDS
RE: | NVOLUNTARY REMOVALS UNDER MENTAL HEALTH LAW SECTI ON 9. 41

UNDER NEW YORK STATE MENTAL HYG ENE LAW SECTION 9.41, A POLI CE OFFI CER MAY
TAKE A PERSON | NTO CUSTCDY FOR PSYCHI ATRI C EVALUATI ON | F THE PERSON APPEARS TO
BE MENTALLY ILL AND I'S CONDUCTI NG THEMSELVES | N A MANNER THAT IS LI KELY TO
RESULT IN SERI QUS HARM TO THEMSELVES OR OTHERS. TYPI CALLY, REMOVALS HAPPEN
AFTER A PERSON S ACTI ONS LEAD AN COFFI CER TO BELI EVE THE PERSON IS MENTALLY | LL
AND PRESENTS AN | MM NENT DANGER.

HOWNEVER, PCLI CE MAY ALSO REMOVE A PERSON FOR AN EVALUATI ON WHEN THE PERSON
APPEARS MENTALLY | LL AND | NCAPABLE OF MEETI NG BASI C HUMAN NEEDS TO SUCH AN
EXTENT THAT THE PERSON IS LI KELY TO SUFFER PHYSI CAL | NJURY OR SERI OUS HARM

W THOUT | MVEDI ATE ATTENTION. I N THI S Cl RCUMSTANCE, A PERSON S ACTIONS OR

I NACTI ONS MAY BE EVI DENCE OF MENTAL | LLNESS AND | NABI LI TY TO CARE FOR ONESELF.
FOR EXAMPLE, AN | NCOHERENT PERSON MAY BE UNABLE TO ASSESS AND SAFELY NAVI GATE
THEI R SURROUNDI NGS (E. G AVO DI NG ONCOM NG TRAFFI C OR SUBWAY TRACKS), MAY
SUFFER FROM A SERI QUS UNTREATED | NJURY, OR UNABLE TO SEEK OQUT FOOD, SHELTER OR
OTHER THI NGS NEEDED FCOR SURVI VAL. THESE Cl RCUMSTANCES ARE LI KELY TO LEAD A
PERSON TO SUFFER SERI QUS HARM

OFFI CERS SHOULD CONTI NUE TO REMOVE A PERSON FOR EVALUATI ON WHEN THAT PERSON
APPEARS MENTALLY | LL AND THE PERSON S ACTI ONS PRESENT A THREAT OF SERI OQUS HARM
TO THEMSELVES OR OTHERS. BUT OFFI CERS SHOULD ALSO BE AWARE THAT REMOVAL | S
ALSO APPROPRI ATE VWHEN A PERSON APPEARS TO BE MENTALLY | LL AND | NCAPABLE OF
MEETI NG BASI C HUMAN NEEDS AND SUCH NEGLECT |S LI KELY TO RESULT I N SERI OQUS HARM
TO THAT PERSON.

ADDI TI ONAL TRAI NI NG W LL BE FORTHCOM NG TO ALL MEMBERS OF THE SERVI CE.

QUESTI ONS REGARDI NG THE CONTENTS COF THI S MESSAGE CAN BE DI RECTED TO THE LEGAL
BUREAU AT 646- 610-5400, MONDAY THROUGH FRI DAY 0700 X 2300 HOURS. AT ALL
TIMES, A LEGAL BUREAU ATTORNEY CAN BE REACHED THROUGH OPERATI ONS AT

646- 610- 5580.

AUTHORI TY: POLI CE COWM SSI ONER
OPERATOR:  DET SMERTI UK

LCG OCD 2022- 5558

APRT
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