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Abortion is essential health care that one in four women will access in her lifetime.! Yet even
before the Supreme Court overturned Roe v. Wade, ending the federal constitutional right to
abortion, logistical barriers severely limited abortion accessibility in New York and
nationwide. While the Reproductive Health Act of 2019 created a legal framework for the
provision of care in New York, that framework is meaningless without the ability to access
abortion care.

Since the Dobbs decision eliminated the federal constitutional right to abortion, New York
State has taken steps to make abortion access a reality for more people who need it through
new grant funding to abortion providers? and, importantly, by enacting the Reproductive
Freedom and Equity Program in the FY2025 state budget.? But, abortion remains out of reach
for many New Yorkers because they cannot afford the cost of travel, lodging, childcare, and
other expenses associated with accessing care.*

S.135 (Cleare) / A.2137 (Gonzalez-Rojas) would expand the Reproductive Freedom and
Equity Program to permit state funding to be used for logistical support for abortion care. The
NYCLU strongly supports the bill and urges its immediate passage.
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In 2024, the NYCLU worked with students in Columbia Law School’s Sexuality and Gender
Law Practicum to interview abortion providers about the efficacy of existing state funding
streams for abortion. While providers emphasized how critical state funding is to enable them
to continue to provide — and in some cases expand access to — care, they articulated logistical
support for patients as a top unmet need.

Logistical support covers critical patient needs that enable them to access care, such as bus
tickets, childcare, and lodging. It also covers services like UberHealth to ensure that patients
who do not have an escort are able to safely travel home after a procedure that required
sedation.

The vast majority of logistical support resources will be spent in New York and on New
Yorkers. Many New Yorkers, particularly those in rural areas or upstate New York, must
travel significant distances to access abortion care. 37% of New York’s counties do not have an
abortion clinic,® and even in counties with an abortion provider, that provider may not offer
certain types of specialized care, forcing some people to travel based on the circumstances of
their pregnancy. In addition, while there has been an increase in abortions provided in New
York since the Supreme Court overruled Roe, travel from out of state accounted for only 5% of
the increase between 2020 and 2023.¢ The rest of the increase reflects an increase in New
Yorkers accessing care within the state.

No New Yorker should be denied abortion care because they cannot afford the travel,
childcare, or other logistical expenses associated with accessing care. By expanding the
Reproductive Freedom and Equity Program to cover logistical support, New York will join
fellow access states like California, Oregon, Illinois, Connecticut, and Vermont as well as
municipalities like New York City and Ithaca, to address persistent barriers to abortion care
by investing public dollars not only in abortion providers and abortion funds, but also in
logistical support funds.”

The NYCLU strongly supports S.135/A.2137 and urges lawmakers to cement New York’s role
as a leader in abortion access by expediently passing it.
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