INCREASE AWARENESS OF
LEAD DANGERS IN HOMES

LEAD NOTIFICATION
(S4069A/A8203)

The worthy push by
localities across the state

to remove lead from people’s
homes has caused a host of
unintended consequences.

Across the state, parents
are getting kicked out

of their homes and even
threatened with having
their children taken away
because - unbeknownst to
them - their homes have
dangerous levels of lead.
Instead of punishing them
and pushing them into the
street, New York must make
sure we support families who
- through no fault of their
own - are living in lead-
positive homes.
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THE PROBLEM

Code enforcers throughout the
state do the important work of
testing homes for lead. When a
home tests positive for lead, code
enforcers notify the owner of the
property. But current law does not
require them to tell the tenants
who actually live in the residence.

Sometimes tenants only find out
about the dangerous conditions
when they receive an eviction
notice, demanding they leave their
homes. Families are sometimes
given as little as 72 hours to move
out. This leaves families - who are
disproportionately poor and often
people of color - in an impossible
situation. They have only days to
move out and find a new home

in a state that is experiencing a
massive housing crisis in which
affordable housing is almost
nowhere to be found.

Even worse, child services
has warned some parents that
their children could be taken
away because they’re living in
hazardous conditions.

THE SOLUTION

Families living in lead-tainted
homes need help, not threats.

A bill in the state legislature
(S4069A/A8203) would require
the state to notify tenants of
the lead testing results in their
homes. It would also notify them
of existing resources to help
them in the event the lead levels
are so high that their homes are
no longer safe to live in. Families
would also have to be notified
about the potential consequences
of failing to move.

This legislation would require
adequate notice to allow families
to properly plan, keep their
families together, and help them
keep a roof over their heads.



