
THE SIGH ACT II
(S7410/A7819)

In 2024, New York took a  
major step towards 
protecting our students 
from over exposure to toxic 
air by passing the Schools 
Impacted by Gross Highways 
Act (SIGH Act) into law. 
The SIGH Act helps protect 
students from air pollution 
by preventing new schools 
from being built within 500 
feet of a major highway. 

This was an enormous 
step towards dismantling 
the unjust system of 
environmental racism that 
has forced mostly Black and 
Brown students to breathe 
toxic air every day at school.

The SIGH Act is forward-
looking but does not address 
the more than 375 schools 
that are already built within 
500 feet of major roads. 

Right now, more than 210,000 
New York students – 80 percent 
of whom are children of color, 
and 66 percent of whom are 
economically disadvantaged – 
attend schools that are within 
500 feet of a major roadway. 

Every day, these students breathe 
in the toxins emitted by vehicles, 
leading to increased asthma 
rates, increased absenteeism, and 
academic challenges. New York 
needs to take corrective action 
to end the harm of students 
breathing in toxic diesel fuel-
filled air by providing adequate 
air filtration in the 375 school 
buildings within 500 feet of a 
major roadway.

New York needs to take corrective 
action to end the harm of 
students breathing in toxic 
diesel fuel-filled air by providing 
adequate air filtration in the 375 
school buildings within 500 feet 
of a major roadway.

A bill in the state legislature 
(S7410/A7819) would require 
the State Department of 
Environmental Conservation, in 
consultation with the Department 
of Education, to commission 
a study that examines the air 
filtration, ventilation, and other 
needs of schools near major 
highways. The study would also 
determine how much it would cost 
to meet these needs. 

The air they breathe has a major 
impact on New York’s students. 
For too long, students of color 
have had to shoulder the unfair 
burdens of toxic air. New York 
took a major step forward by 
ending the practice of building 
schools near major roadways, 
but legislators have more work 
to do. We must also address the 
students who will not reap the 
benefits of the SIGH Act.

 

THE SOLUTION

SUPPORT CLEAN AIR 
IN SCHOOLS
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THE PROBLEM


