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ADVOCATING FOR STATE INVESTMENTS THAT BRING ECONOMIC SECURITY TO EVERY NEW YORK FAMILY.

November 5, 2025
Dear Governor Hochul,

As a group of organizations working to improve outcomes for children, families, and
individuals experiencing economic hardship, we are writing to urge you to act now to
ensure that the nearly three million New Yorkers who rely on SNAP do not go hungry as
aresult of the federal shutdown.

We appreciate the critical funding you have allocated for the state’s emergency food
system and applaud your efforts urging the federal government to release emergency SNAP
funding. However, in the absence of immediate federal action to fully restore benefits, we
look to the State to support children and families with the food resources they need. Food
banks and food pantries across New York simply cannot fill the tremendous gap left by the
loss of SNAP benefits. We urge you to call an emergency legislative session so the state
Legislature can work with you to allocate state funding sufficient to ensure the full
$650 million in Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program (SNAP) funds is allotted so
that New Yorkers who rely on SNAP receive their full benefits in November.'

Under the Child Poverty Reduction Act, New York committed to evaluating budget and
policy decisions as to their impact on children experiencing poverty. That promise must
extend to the funding decisions being made in this moment: How can New York State
protect children and families from the layers of harm being inflicted on them by the federal
government?

Of the 3 million New Yorkers who rely on SNAP, approximately 1 million are children. Across
New York State, roughly 1 in 8 households with children (13.2%) report food insufficiency—
meaning they sometimes or often didn’t have enough to eatin the previous seven

days.” When children go hungry, they are at an increased risk of a variety of adverse health
outcomes, including a higher risk of developmental problems and obesity, and adverse
effects on mental health.'

At a time when families are already struggling with an affordability crisis, federal policy
changes and funding cuts threaten the stability of families and communities even further.



From Medicaid to SNAP to Head Start, low-income families and communities will bear the

brunt of federal cuts. New Yorkers in immigrant families stand to lose even more due to a

range of new punitive federal policies.

In this moment of federal uncertainty, New York has the opportunity to emerge as a leader

by strengthening its communities and bolstering supports to families as the federal

government abandons them. Our children must not shoulder the hardships passed down

by adults in power.

New York State currently has $29 billion in fiscal reserves and an additional $4.1 billion

surplus in revenue from this current fiscal year alone.” We hope New York will recognize

this moment for the urgency it presents and dedicate a portion of those funds to meet this

extremely “rainy day.”

Sincerely,
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Food Bank
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Initiative)
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Schuyler Center for Analysis & Advocacy
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Southern Adirondack Child Care Network

St Nicks Alliance

St. John's Residence for Boys
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Services
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The Legal Aid Society
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The STEM Alliance
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Wellness in the Schools
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Team
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Services
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