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ADVOCATING FOR STATE INVESTMENTS THAT BRING ECONOMIC SECURITY TO EVERY NEW YORK FAMILY. 
___________________________________________________________________________________ 

November 5, 2025 

Dear Governor Hochul, 

As a group of organizations working to improve outcomes for children, families, and 
individuals experiencing economic hardship, we are writing to urge you to act now to 
ensure that the nearly three million New Yorkers who rely on SNAP do not go hungry as 
a result of the federal shutdown. 

We appreciate the critical funding you have allocated for the state’s emergency food 
system and applaud your efforts urging the federal government to release emergency SNAP 
funding. However, in the absence of immediate federal action to fully restore benefits, we 
look to the State to support children and families with the food resources they need. Food 
banks and food pantries across New York simply cannot fill the tremendous gap left by the 
loss of SNAP benefits. We urge you to call an emergency legislative session so the state 
Legislature can work with you to allocate state funding sufficient to ensure the full 
$650 million in Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program (SNAP) funds is allotted so 
that New Yorkers who rely on SNAP receive their full benefits in November.i 

Under the Child Poverty Reduction Act, New York committed to evaluating budget and 
policy decisions as to their impact on children experiencing poverty. That promise must 
extend to the funding decisions being made in this moment: How can New York State 
protect children and families from the layers of harm being inflicted on them by the federal 
government? 

Of the 3 million New Yorkers who rely on SNAP, approximately 1 million are children. Across 
New York State, roughly 1 in 8 households with children (13.2%) report food insufficiency—
meaning they sometimes or often didn’t have enough to eat in the previous seven 
days.ii  When children go hungry, they are at an increased risk of a variety of adverse health 
outcomes, including a higher risk of developmental problems and obesity, and adverse 
effects on mental health.iii 

At a time when families are already struggling with an affordability crisis, federal policy 
changes and funding cuts threaten the stability of families and communities even further. 



From Medicaid to SNAP to Head Start, low-income families and communities will bear the 
brunt of federal cuts. New Yorkers in immigrant families stand to lose even more due to a 
range of new punitive federal policies.   

In this moment of federal uncertainty, New York has the opportunity to emerge as a leader 
by strengthening its communities and bolstering supports to families as the federal 
government abandons them. Our children must not shoulder the hardships passed down 
by adults in power. 

New York State currently has $29 billion in fiscal reserves and an additional $4.1 billion 
surplus in revenue from this current fiscal year alone.iv We hope New York will recognize 
this moment for the urgency it presents and dedicate a portion of those funds to meet this 
extremely “rainy day.”  

 
Sincerely, 

Adirondack Food System Network 
Alliance for Quality Education  
Alyson Shotz Studio 
Arab American Family Support Center  
Black Child Development Institute - New 
York State 
Brainiac Babies LLC 
Cayuga Centers  
Center For Family Representation  
Child and Family Services of Erie County 
Child Care Resource Network 
Chilis on Wheels 
Chinese-American Planning Council 
(CPC) 
Citizen Action of New York 
Citizens' Committee for Children of New 
York 
COFCCA 
Committee for Hispanic Children & 
Families (CHCF) 
Community Foundation of Elmira-Corning 
and the Finger Lakes 
Community Health Care Association of 
New York State 
Dee's Tots Childcare  
Delhi Campus Child Care Center Inc. 
Early Care & Learning Council 
Ece on the Move 
EdTrust-New York 

Educational Behavioral Health 
Paraprofessional  
Empire State Campaign for Child Care 
Equity Advocates 
Estrella GFDC INC. 
Etterrraths Daycare 
Families Together in New York State 
Feeding New York State 
Finger Lakes Performing Provider System 
Food Bank For New York City 
FPWA (Federation of Protestant Welfare 
Agencies) 
Good+Foundation 
Grand Street Settlement  
Harlem Dowling  
Hillside 
Homespace 
Hope's Door  
Hunger Solutions New York 
Imogen Roche Foundation, Inc. 
Island Harvest Food Bank 
Kairos Center for Religions, Rights, and 
Social Justice 
La Red de Pueblos Trasnacionales 
League of Women Voters of St. Lawrence 
County 
Learning Tree Daycare 
Leeway School 
Little Flower Children and Family Services 
of New York 



Long Island Cares, Inc.-The Harry Chapin 
Food Bank 
Martin De Porres Youth and Family 
Services 
National Center for Law and Economic 
Justice 
Neighbors for a Greener Harlem 
New York Civil Liberties Union 
New York State American Academy of 
Pediatrics 
New York State Council of Churches 
North Country Matters 
Northeast NY Coalition for Occupational 
Safety and Health 
Northern Rivers Family of Services 
NYC Family Policy Project  
NYS Labor-Religion Coalition 
Paola Toral Head Start  
Parents Supporting Parents NY  
Pitney Meadows Community Farm 
Playtime Daycare 
Poppy Seedlings Nursery LLC 
Prevent Child Abuse New York 
Queens Community House - Childcare 
Network  
Rise Magazine 
RMAPI (Rochester Monroe Anti Poverty 
Initiative) 
Rochester Housing Authority 
Schuyler Center for Analysis & Advocacy  
SCO Family of Services 
Soul Fire Farm 
Southern Adirondack Child Care Network 

St Nicks Alliance 
St. John's Residence for Boys 
The Bridge Project 
The Children's Agenda 
The Children’s Village  
The Inspired Community Project 
The Jewish Board of Family & Children's 
Services 
The Korean American Family Service 
Center 
The Legal Aid Society 
The New York State CASA Association, 
Inc. 
The STEM Alliance 
Tia Tere's Daycare  
United Community Center of 
Westchester, Inc  
United Way of New York State & 211 New 
York Inc. 
Vanderheyden 
Wellness in the Schools 
Western New York Child Care Action 
Team 
Wheelhouse Creative Education Center 
White Plains Youth Bureau 
Wiggle Room 
William George Agency for Children's 
Services 
WNY Women's Foundation 
Womankind 
YWCA NorthEastern NY 
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