
EIGHTY-FIVE GROUPS CALL UPON ALBANY NOT TO FURTHER 

CRIMINALIZE POLITICAL PROTEST WITH UNCONSTITUTIONAL 

“BUFFER ZONES” 

 

February 25, 2026 

 

The Honorable Kathy Hochul 

Governor of New York State 

NY State Capitol Building 

Albany, NY 12224 

 

The Honorable Carl E. Heastie 

NY Assembly Speaker 

932 Legislative Office Building 

Albany, NY 12248 

 

The Honorable Andrea Stewart-Cousins 

NY State Senate President Pro Tempore 

and Majority Leader 

330 Capitol Building 

Albany, NY 12247 

 

Dear Governor Hochul, President Pro Tempore Stewart-Cousins, and Speaker 

Heastie: 

 

Our organizations are united in opposing legislative and executive proposals that 

seek to create demonstration-free buffer zones1 around places of worship and 

reproductive health care facilities across New York state. As free speech advocates, 

civil liberties and civil rights organizations, reproductive rights supporters, Jewish 

and Muslim groups, and immigrants’ rights groups, criminal legal system 

reformers, public defenders, privacy advocates, and other voices, we believe such 

proposals are unconstitutional, unnecessary and at this moment in history, 

dangerous. Indeed, these measures will stifle political speech on issues of global 

importance and expose more innocent Americans to government brutality simply for 

speaking their minds. 

 

We urge Albany leaders to reject measures to establish demonstration-free 

buffer zones. 

 

Buffer zones are unconstitutional. The Supreme Court has long held that the 

state cannot create speech-free zones without a significant interest that would 

justify the means. This is for good reason: First Amendment principles are at the 

heart of maintaining democracy. Here, there is no record that comes close to 

justifying so drastic a solution as a statewide speech-free zone outside of all places 

of worship and reproductive health facilities. The First Amendment flatly prohibits 

it. Moreover, at a moment in time when our leaders should be concerned about the 

bottom line, these proposals would recklessly plunge the state into a losing and 

 
1 Part K of S.9005 / A.10005, and S.8599 (Sutton) / A.9335 (Lasher) differ slightly in scope, but are 

similar enough, in that both would impose an unconstitutionally broad restriction on public 

expression. 
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costly court battle. 

 

Buffer zones are unnecessary. New laws that suppress public speech are 

unnecessary when existing laws already address the problem. Indeed, state and 

federal laws already offer protections against harassing and violent conduct outside 

of religious and reproductive health facilities.2 And there is no record of violence, 

intimidation, or interference emanating from protests outside such facilities in New 

York City—or elsewhere in the State—that current law cannot address. 

 

Buffer zones are undemocratic. Across the country, people are exercising their 

right to protest, assemble, and document abuses. In response, federal agents, as 

well as state and local governments have shown how violently they are willing to 

treat demonstrators when given the opportunity. Masked DHS agents 

indiscriminately detain Americans and lawful residents without cause, and gas 

anyone who dares to bear witness or criticize. Police escalate encounters with 

excited crowds in order to provoke arrestable behavior. Riot officers beat and spray 

crowds of anti-war and immigrants’ rights activists, including students, academics, 

and elected officials. And in just the last month, masked, ill-trained, overzealous 

federal agents have killed two political protesters in Minnesota. It is not a safe 

moment for Americans to make their voices heard on certain subjects. New York 

must not meet this moment by creating more pathways to criminalize and punish 

protest. 

 

The buffer zone proposals are not only unconstitutional, but criminalize speech, and 

so will ultimately increase the number and intensity of encounters between civilians 

and overzealous law enforcement—a result that will disproportionately affect not 

only certain viewpoints but also communities that are already over-policed. This is a 

dangerous and undemocratic outcome that we call upon Albany to prevent. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

ACT UP NY 

All* Above All 

Alliance for Quality Education 

Alt Folx Coaching 

Americans Against Genocide  

Ancient Song, Inc. 

Bailey's Cafe Inc 

Bell Behavioral Health Inc 

Beth Gladstone Therapy 

Broadway Advocacy Coalition 

Bronx Defenders  

Caribbean Equality Project  

 
2 N.Y. Pen. §240.70-71; 28 U.S.C. §248 
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Chief Defenders Association of NY 

Celebrate845 

Center for Constitutional Rights 

Center for Protest Law & Litigation @ The Partnership for Civil Justice Fund 

CLEAR (Creating Law Enforcement Accountability & Responsibility) – CUNY 

School of Law 

Committee of Interns and Residents/SEIU 

Concerned Families of Westchester 

Council on American-Islamic Relations, New York  

C.U. Stands Up   

NYC-Democratic Socialists of America (NYC-DSA) 

Dignity in Schools Campaign - NY 

Downtown Women for Change 

Desis Rising Up & Moving 

Equality New York  

Finger Lakes Region Makers Collective  

FLX Beacon 

Fridays for Future Capital District NY 

Gender Equality New York, Inc. 

Genesee Valley Citizens for Peace  

Girls for Gender Equity  

Glory House International 

Hetrick-Martin Institute  

HOPE585 

Jews For Racial & Economic Justice (JFREJ) 

Just Making a Change for Families 

Jewish Voices for Peace-NYC 

Knight First Amendment Institute at Columbia University 

Legal Momentum, The Women's Legal Defense and Education Fund 

Long COVID Justice / S4HI 

Long Island Progressive Coalition 

Meliora Consulting LLC 

National Institute for Reproductive Health Action Fund 

National Lawyers Guild - New York City Chapter 

Neighborhood Defender Service of Harlem 

NEW Pride Agenda 

New York Abortion Access Fund 

New York Civil Liberties Union 

New York County Defender Services 

New York State Association of Criminal Defense Lawyers  

New York State Defenders Association 

New York Transgender Advocacy Group 

Next Generation Men of Transition 

NLG-NYC Labor and Employment Committee 
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NYC for Abortion Rights 

NYU Law Ending the Prison Industrial Complex  

Parent Legislative Action Network 

Partners for Dignity & Rights 

Peace Action Manhattan 

Peace Action New York State 

Peer Network of New York  

Physicians for Reproductive Health 

Planned Parenthood Empire State Acts 

Policing and Social Justice Project 

Proyecto Faro  

Putnam Progressives 

PY Psychotherapy LCSW PLLC 

Release Aging People in Prison Campaign 

Reproductive Health Access Project 

Rockland Coalition to End the New Jim Crow 

Showing Up for Racial Justice  

Sunrise Club RPI 

Surveillance Technology Oversight Project, Inc. 

The Legal Aid Society 

The Q’Lective 

Thriving Mental Health Counseling Services PLLC 

Trans formative Schools 

Treatment Action Group 

WCLA - Choice Matters Inc. 

We Are Revolutionary 

Women’s Diversity Network 

Wynn Therapy 

75 MacDonough St Tenants Association 


