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City Council: Protect free speech and student safety. 

We, the undersigned organizations, write to urge you to oppose the new preconsidered bill to 
require the NYPD to develop a plan for the establishment of security perimeters around 
“educational facilities” across the city.1  

While many supporters have tried to market this bill as a transparency measure–we want to 
be clear, this bill is not written as a transparency measure. This bill does not ask the NYPD to 
outline how and when police are deployed to educational facilities, but rather calls on the NYPD 
to create a plan that advances one particular response – security perimeters – to respond to 
protests near covered facilities. There are many other response tactics at the NYPD’s disposal, 
and security perimeters will not always be an appropriate or constitutional response.2  

If the City Council truly wants to advance a transparency measure, we would urge the Council 
to amend the current bill and advance a measure that (a) requires the NYPD to publish its 
policies and practices for responding to educational facilities and (b) specifies that such 
responses should comply with the 2020 Summer Protest Settlement Agreement and the First 
Amendment protections on speech, assembly, and protest. This means that the bill would not 
name or focus on security perimeters and would not require the NYPD to create a new plan for 
deployment outside of schools in our city. The Council should not advance any bill language that 
requires the NYPD to create a plan specific to the establishment of security perimeters adjacent 
to educational facilities.  
 
We remain firm in our position that there is no justification for moving the current version of 
the bill that frames the right to protest–the exercise of a right that lies at the very heart of our 
democracy–as a security concern. There has not been a record of incidents at k-12 schools3 to 

 
1 A plan regarding security perimeters adjacent to educational facilities, available at 

https://legistar.council.nyc.gov/View.ashx?M=F&ID=15517034&GUID=7872E37F-623C-4A60-8DC6-63A266F2A527.  
2 Further legal concerns can be found in a letter opposing Intros. 001-B and 175-B signed by over 55 organizations, 

https://www.nyclu.org/resources/policy/testimonies/55-group-letter-opposing-the-city-councils-proposals-to-establish-
speech-free-zones.   

3 Under the new bill, educational facility is defined as “any building, structure, or place primarily used for educational 
programming. Such term shall be limited to: (i) public and nonpublic elementary schools, middle schools and junior high 
schools; and (ii) nonpublic high schools.” The definition specifies that “colleges, universities, worker and community 
training facilities, museums and libraries, teaching hospitals, or educational programming that takes place in a private 
residence” is not included. Id. 

Further, it is worth noting that the state just passed a measure as part of the budget that creates a new class B 
misdemeanor “criminal interference with access to a place of religious worship.” Place of worship is defined as 
including “any building or structure that a reasonable person would know that religious adherents collectively 
recognize as a place to regularly gather for . . . education,” including the sidewalks adjacent to such buildings, N.Y. 
Pen. L. § 240.00(8), which could be read to include any religious educational institution. With the new law criminalizing 
knowingly or intentionally (i) interfering with access to a covered facility, or (ii) engaging in a course of conduct within 
50 feet of a covered facility that places an individual seeking to enter or exit “in reasonable fear for their safety,” N.Y. 
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justify this bill or increased police presence outside of our city schools. And, we oppose any 
measure that appears to privilege one particular, aggressive policing response–security 
perimeters–as a generally appropriate mechanism for responding to protests or at schools. 

In a city already marked by racial disparities in policing, and where the police have 
consistently brutalized protestors, increasing law enforcement presence at schools will only 
harm those students and communities already disproportionately targeted by law 
enforcement, including Black, brown, and trans students.4 This bill in its current form–like Intro. 
175-B–increases the likelihood that young people will be restrained, arrested, or placed in the 
NYPD’s gang database, and that those exercising their First Amendment rights could face 
deportation at a time of heightened political repression. Rather than improving safety, such 
measures further criminalization.  

In a city shaped by student activism, increasing police presence at and around educational 
facilities could punish and hinder constitutionally protected expression and repress certain 
viewpoints. Students have successfully advocated for human, civil, and educational rights, 
leading protests during the civil rights movement and the Vietnam war. And, more recently, filling 
in the gap created by the inaction of adults in power by walking out of class to: fight for budget 
justice, protest gun violence, and demand COVID protections, police free schools, ICE out of 
schools, and a ceasefire in Palestine. Given the repression NYC students have already 
experienced in the last few years, including suspensions, expulsions, detentions, harassment, 
and doxxing for exercising their constitutionally protected First and Fourth Amendment rights, the 
proposal raises serious concerns about further suppressing student expression.  

Further, at a moment when the Trump Administration is deploying a cruel and inhumane 
deportation agenda, increasing law enforcement presence outside of schools will only fuel 
fear among immigrant New Yorkers. New York City is a city of immigrants, and at a time when 
our immigrant neighbors are under attack, and ICE agents have reportedly been seen circling 
schools in parts of the country, it is imperative that our city not encourage increased law 
enforcement presence at sensitive locations. Doing so will only increase the real and perceived 
threats to immigrant children and families. 

Our coalition would be happy to speak with you about how to effectively address the concerns 
outlined above, while establishing greater transparency about when and how law enforcement is 
deployed outside of city schools. 

 
Pen. L. § 240.69(1), one wonders how much of the new law already overlaps with the objectives the Council is seeking 
to advance with the bill under preconsideration.  

4  Research consistently shows that the presence of law enforcement in schools does not enhance safety. Instead, it 
fosters environments of fear and criminalization, disproportionately impacting Black, Brown, immigrant, transgender 
and queer students, and students with disabilities. See Tyler Whittenberg & Maria Fernandez, Advancement Project, 
Ending Student Criminalization and the School-to-Prison Pipeline, New York University. 2024, 
https://steinhardt.nyu.edu/metrocenter/ejroc/ending-student-criminalization-and-school-prison-pipeline.  
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Signed by:   

139 for Palestine 
ACT UP 
ALIGN: The Alliance for a Greater New York 
All* Above All 
Alliance for Quality Education 
Art Against Displacement (AAD) 
Aunties (& Friends) for Liberation 
BKForge: Brooklyn for Reproductive and 

Gender Equity 
Black Lives Matter at NYC Schools 
Callen-Lorde 
Caribbean Equality Project 
Center for Constitutional Rights 
Citizens’ Committee for Children of New York 
Class Size Matters 
CUNY Faculty & Staff for Justice in Palestine 
D15 Coalition for Equitable Schools  
Dare to Revitalize Education thru Arts & 

Mediation, Inc (DREAM!) 
Dignity in Schools Campaign - NY  
DRUM - Desis Rising Up & Moving 
Education Council Consortium 
Equality New York  
Freedom Agenda 
G.A.N.G.S. Coalition 
Gays Against Guns 
HALT Solitary Campaign 
Hands Off Greenwich Village  
Hands Off NYC Families  
Jackson Heights Indivisible  
Jewish Voice for Peace- New York City 
Jews For Racial & Economic Justice (JFREJ) 
Justice Committee 
LatinoJustice, PRLDEF 
Make the Road New York 
Middle Church 
Movement of Rank and File Educators (MORE-

UFT) 
Muslim Community Network (MCN) 
Neighborhood Defender Service of Harlem 
New Settlement Parent Action Committee 
New York City - Democratic Socialists of 

America (NYC-DSA) 
New York Civil Liberties Union 
New York Communities for Change 
NY Indivisible  

NYC for Abortion Rights 
Nyc queer activists  
Parents Supporting Parents NY 
Planned Parenthood of Greater New York  
Policing and Social Justice Project 
Queer Budget Center 
Queer Liberation March 
Raising Imagination 
Right To Be 
Shoresh 
Stonewall Democrats of NYC 
Sunrise Columbia 
The Ali Forney Center 
The Legal Aid Society 
The NYC Trans and Queer Coalition 
The People’s Plan NYC 
Trans Equity Consulting  
Trans formative Schools 
We Are Revolutionary  
YA-YA Network 
Yucca Palm Mutualism 
 


